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Charles Walter Neumeister 
 

b. 21 Jan 1875, Stuttgart, in the Kingdom of Wurttemberg, Germany 

Baptism: 15 Feb 1875, Stuttgart, in the Kingdom of Wurttemberg, Germany 

d. 26 Oct 1935, Pottstown, Montgomery, Pennsylvania 

 

Marriage: 1 May 1900, Heilbronn, Württemberg, Germany 

Spouse: 

Elisabeth Bertha Maria Schmidt 

b. 29 Mar 1875, Germany 

d. 10 Aug 1952, EUgene, Oregon, USA 

 

Children 

1) Gertrude H. E. Neumeister 

b. Apr 1901, Upper Norwood, Surrey, England 

d. … 

2) Eric Herbert W. Neumeister 

b. 14 Jul 1905, Great Briton 

d. 14 Dec 1988, USA 

3) Elisabeth Charlotte Ida Thekla Luise Neumeister 

b. 22 Aug 1909,  

d. 13 Apr 1991, USA 

 

Parents 
Father 

Karl Paul Gotthold Neumeister 

b.  

d.  

 

Mother 

Margaretha Pauline Grund 

b.  

d.  

 

Children 

Charles Walter Neumeister 

b. 21 Jan 1875, Stuttgart, in the Kingdom of Wurttemberg 

d. 26 Oct 1935, Pottstown, Montgomery, Pennsylvania 
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Life 
 

1899 United Grand Lodge of England Freemason Membership 

Charles Walter Neumeister, 24y 

Lodge of light 

 

1901 Census (St. Paul, Surrey, England) 

Walter Neumeister, 26y 

Elizabeth Neumeister, 26y 

 

1911 Census (20 Windsor Rd., Finchley, London) 

Charles Walter Neumeister, 36y, Company Manager, telephones & appliances 

Elizabeth Neumeister, 36y 

Gertrude Neumeister, 9y 

Eric Neumeister, 5y 

Charlotte Neumeister, 2y 

 

1915 

Charles W. Neumeister, 40y, Managing Director 

Elizabeth Neumeister, 40y 

Eric Neumeister, 10y 

Charlotte Neumeister, 6y 

Gertrude Neumeister, 14y 

Dep. 24 July 1915, Liverpool, England 

Arr. 2 Aug 1915, New York, USA 

SS “Cameronia” 

Person in Old Country: Friend Cecil J. Rawlenson 

 

1916 

Otto Heineman, president of the Otto Heineman Phonograph Supply Co., 

New York, announced this week the appointment of Charles W. Neumeister, 

factory manager. Mr. Neumeister, heretofore associated with the company’s 

executive offices in New York, will then proceed to the Heineman factory at 

Elyria, O. 

Mr. Neumeister is well known in industrial and commercial circles in 

London, having for many years successfully conducted some very important 

concerns in the British domestic and foreign trade. His lengthy experience, 

ideally coupled with his technical knowledge, ideally equips him for his new 

position. 

Mr. Neumeister succeeds W. C. Pilgrim, who has joined the Western 

sales offices of the Otto Heineman Phonograph Supply Co. as assistant to S. A. 

Ribolla, sales manager of the Western division. 
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One small note: the line after “New York” is split across the two 

clippings, and the reading “will then proceed” is the most likely 

reconstruction from the visible text.1 

 

WWI Drafte Cards 

Charles Walter Neumeister, Branch Manager Otto Heineman Phonograph Co. 

Birth Date: 21 Jan 1875 

Address: 3959 Hazel, Hamilton County, Ohio, USA 

Relative: Mrs Elizabeth Neumeister 

 

1917 

In order to handle its fast-growing business the Otto Heineman Phonograph 

Supply Co., New York, manufacturer of motors, tone arms and sound boxes, 

will open a branch office in Cincinnati, O., on July 1. C. W. Neumeister 

previously associated with the Heineman executive staff at the factory in 

Elyria, O., and who has been calling on the manufacturers in Ohio during the 

past few months, will be in charge of this new office2. 

The Otto Heineman Phonograph Supply Co. at the present time has 

branch offices in Chicago, Atlanta, Seattle and Toronto, but the company’s 

business has increased so rapidly that additional offices will soon be opened. 

 

The Otto Heinemann Phonograph Company, the largest dealers in supplies in 

that trade in the country, will open a branch house in Cincinnati. The firm, 

through C. W. Neumeister, who is to have charge of the office, to open 

August 1, will have quarters at 814-816 Commercial Tribune3. 

 

1918 

C. W. Neumeister, local representative of the Heineman Phonograph Supply 

Co., is spending the week in New York City, attending a convention of the 

outside agents. Just before leaving he reported quite a boom in business in his 

territory4. 

 

The Cincinnati branch of the Otto Heineman Phonograph Supply Co. has 

been closed, and C. W. Neumeister, who was in charge of the Middle West 

 
1 “Becomes Factory Manager. Chas. W. Neumeister take charge of the Heineman Plant at 

Elyria, O.”, The Talking Machine World, vol. XII, no. 10, New York, 15 Oct 1916, p. 120. 
2 “HEINEMAN CO. IN CINCINNATI. Well-Known Manufacturer of Motors, Etc., Will Open 

Branch in That City in July.”, The Talking Machine World, vol. XIII, no. 6, New York, 15 Jun 

1917, p. 97. 
3 The Cincinnati Enquirer, vol. LXXIV, no. 203, 22 July 1917, p. 12. 
4 The Talking Machine World, vol. XIV, no. 3, New York, 15 Mar 1918, p. 51. 



© Maria Kapkidi (08.04.2026)  Charles Walter Neumeister Biography 

 4 

district, will return to New York City. Just now he is confined to his home, 

suffering from the after-effects of an operation on the tonsils5. 

 

1919 

C. W. Neumeister, of the Eastern division of the general sales department of 

the Otto Heineman Phonograph Supply Co., Inc., will leave today for an 

extended Southern and Western trip. During the past few weeks the company 

has received numerous inquiries regarding Heineman and Meisselbach 

products and OKeh records from this territory, and Mr. Neumeister expects 

to close many agencies on this trip6. 

 

C. W. Neumeister has just been appointed assistant manager of the new Otto 

Heineman Phonograph Supply Co. of Illinois, Inc., which has been founded to 

take over the sole representation of the Heineman products in the Middle 

Western States7. 

The new assistant manager of the Illinois Otto Heineman Co. is one of 

the several veterans on the Heineman staff. Mr. Neumeister’s first post with 

the company was that of assistant factory manager at the Garford plant in 

Elyria, O. After splendid service in that capacity he was sent forth to take 

charge of the Cincinnati branch of the Otto Heineman institution. The 

extensive trade he built up in these parts speaks eloquently of his selling 

ability. Next we find Mr. Neumeister as sales manager of the OKeh record 

division at the Otto Heineman headquarters in New York. 

Mr. Neumeister has just completed an eight weeks’ trip throughout the 

Middle Western States and has opened many new accounts for the popular 

OKeh records. 

 

Charles W. Neumeister, assistant general manager of the Otto Heineman 

Phonograph Supply Co. of Illinois, was a recent visitor at the executive offices 

of the Otto Heineman Phonograph Supply Co., Inc., of 25 West Forty-fifth 

street, New York City8. Mr. Neumeister spoke very encouragingly of the 

business situation in the West, stating that the demand for Heineman and 

Meisselbach motors, tone arms and sound boxes was far beyond all 

expectations. “The talking machine manufacturers in this section of the 

 
5 The Talking Machine World, vol. XIV, no. 9, New York, 15 Sep 1918, p. 56. 
6 “Leaves on Western Trip”, The Talking Machine World, vol. XV, no. 2, New York, 15 Feb 1919, 

p. 120. 
7  “NEW POST FOR C. W. NEUMEISTER. Appointed Assistant Manager of the Otto 

Heineman Supply Co. of Illinois, Inc.—One of the Veterans of the Heineman Staff.”, The 

Talking Machine World, vol. XV, no. 5, New York, 15 May 1919, p. 14. 
8 “PLANNING BIG FALL TRADE. C. W. Neumeister, Assistant General Manager of Otto 

Heineman Phonograph Supply Co. of Illinois, Tells of Western Activities.”, The Talking 

Machine World, vol. XV, no. 7, New York, 15 Jul 1919, p. 144. 
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country,” he said, “are preparing for a banner fall trade, and in many 

instances are making plans to handle a business 100 per cent. greater than last 

fall. The Okeh record is gaining in popularity throughout the West with each 

succeeding bulletin.” 

 

1922 

8 May 1922, Passport Application 

Chas Walter Neumeister 

GENERAL PHONOGRAPH CORPORATION OF ILLINOIS 

OTTO HEINEMAN, PRESIDENT 

19 W. JACKSON BOULEVARD 

CHICAGO, ILL. 

 

April 25, 1922 

Department of State 

Bureau of Citizenship 

Washington, D. C. 

 

Gentlemen: 

We shall be glad if you will kindly issue passport to our Mr. Charles W. 

Neumeister, whom we want to go to Europe on our behalf for the transaction 

of business in Great Britain, Holland, France, Belgium, and Germany. 

We would be much obliged to you for expediting his passport 

application as much as possible. 

Thanking you for your courtesy in this matter, we are 

 

Yours very truly, 

GENERAL PHONOGRAPH CORPORATION OF ILLINOIS 

[signature] 

President 

 

Charles W. Neumeister, Western manager of the record division of the 

General Phonograph Corp., of Illinois, left Chicago on June 10 for a two 

months’ business trip and vacation9. He was accompanied on the trip by Mrs. 

Neumeister. England, Holland, Belgium, France and Germany will be visited 

and Mr. Neumeister expects to return to Chicago by the end of July, Mrs. 

Neumeister following by the end of August. 

A most successful trip in the interests of Okeh records has just been 

completed by Mr. Neumeister, who in his travels covered nearly every city of 

importance in the Central West. In Minneapolis recently he attended an Okeh 

 
9 “Neumeister to Europe”, The Talking Machine World, vol. XVIII, no. 6, New York, 15 Jun 1919, 

p. 120. 
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demonstration week, which was put on by Vernon T. Stevens, local manager 

of Doerr, Andrews & Doerr. One of the features of this Okeh demonstration 

was a radio-equipped car and Magnavox, which created quite a sensation, 

both in Minneapolis and St. Paul. It made quite a hit. 

 

Charles Neumeister, 47y, Company Manager 

Elizabeth Neumeister, 47y 

Dep. Jun 1922, Montreal, Quebec, Canada 

Arr. 18 Jun 1922, Liverpool England 

SS “Regina” 

 

Charles W. Neumeister, 47y 

Dep. 27 Jul 1922, Rotterdam 

Arr. 6 Aug 1922, New York, USA 

SS “Nieuw Amsterdam” 

 

1924 

The many friends in the trade of Chas. W. Neumeister, general sales manager 

of the Radiootive Corp., Brooklyn, N. Y., manufacturer of loud speakers and 

loud speaker attachments, will regret to learn that this popular sales executive 

was struck by an automobile about ten days ago and painfully, although not 

seriously, injured10. Mr. Neumeister spent about a week in a hospital and was 

then removed to his room at the Hotel Shelton, New York. 

One small note: the company name appears to read “Radiootive Corp.” 

in the clipping, but that may deserve checking against a clearer copy, since it 

could reflect a blurred or imperfect print. 

 

1927 

Coolidge’s Choice 

To the Editor of The Inquirer11: 

The majority of the press seems to try—intentionally or unintentionally—to 

make out that President Coolidge has definitely decided not to run again, in 

other words, declined. 

He has done nothing of the sort. He distinctly says: “I do not choose to 

run.” 

Had he said: “I choose not to run” it would be a definite statement of a 

definite decision to decline. As it is, however, it is only a definite statement of 

his own feelings in the matter, namely, that if he has to run it will not be of his 

own choice or doing or seeking. That is a tremendous difference and so clear 

 
10 “Neumeister Convalescing”, The Talking Machine World, vol. XX, no. 9, New York, 15 Sep 

1924, p.  173. 
11 The Philadelphia Inquirer, vol. 197, no. 36, 5 Aug 1927, p. 12. 
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and unambiguous that it is astounding it should be so twisted and 

misinterpreted by almost the entire press and country. 

Obviously, the President knows his grammar and it must be painful to 

him to discover that so many other people don’t. I think they owe him an 

apology for their error, to save the rest of us— 

C. W. NEUMEISTER 

301 South Fifteenth St. 

Philadelphia, August 3. 

 

1930 Census (Wynnewood Rd., Philadelphia, USA) 

Charles W. Neumeister, 55y, Merchant, Grocery manufacturer 

Elizabeth Neumeister, 55y 

Eric W. H. Neumeister, 24y 


