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INTRODUCTION 

An extensive introduction is i n preparation  and will 

be added soon . 

Family Tree GAISBERGS 

Family Tree BERLINERS  

http://www.recordingpioneers.com/docs/1_FAMILY_TREE_GAISBERGS.pdf
http://www.recordingpioneers.com/docs/1_FAMILY_TREE_BERLINERS.pdf
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The first notebook begins: 
 
F.W. Gaisberg, 1331 Vermont Avenue, Washington D. C., U.S.A. 
 
[Thursday,] 1 July 1898 [?] 
Expense on orchestra 30.00 
 
[Friday, 16 July 1898 ] 

On 16 July 1898 a passport was issued to Frederick William 

Gaisberg (occupation: expert).  

Joseph Sanders also signed (as witness).  
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Fred Gaisberg's first passport application (co urtesy ANCESTRY.COM)  
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[Thursday,] 21 July 1898 [Washington(?) Ÿ New York] 
Took Carrie (sister) with me. 12.45 train for N. Y. via Pennsylvania 
Railroad. Arrived at Uncle Fred's at 8 oôc - Met Aunt Pauline and her son 
Christian. Had supper and spent night at Aunt Sophie Horn's. 
 
[Friday,] 22 July 1898 [New York] 
Start downtown for Joe Engleôs, 203 E. 30th. St. 
Met Joe Sanders. Three of us go downtown, fix up steamer ticket. 
Visited top of World Building1 - had magnificent view of city. 
 
 

 
 

New York World Building  

 
Eat a Chinese dinner on Mott Street2. Took photo. 
Visited Atlantic Garden3 - heard $45,000 Worldôs Fair Orchestrion. 
                         
1
 The New York World Building was a skyscraper in New York City designed by early skyscraper 

specialist George Browne Post and built in 1890 to house the now-defunct newspaper, The New York 

World. 
2
 Mott Street is a narrow but busy street in the New York City borough of Manhattan. It is best known 

as Chinatown's unofficial "Main Street". 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newspaper
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_World
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_World
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Borough_%28New_York_City%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manhattan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinatown,_Manhattan
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Viewed Uncle John [or óJohnôsô?] Mills in Brooklyn. 
Returned to Engleôs - from there to Aunt Annaôs. 
 
 

 
 

SS "UMBRIA"  

 

In a  display advertisement of the shipping company Cunard 

Line in the  New York Times of 18 July 1898  we read that the 

SS òUmbriaó4 was to sail for Liverpool via Queenstown 

(nowadays  Cobh ) in Ireland  on 23 July at 9  oõclock a.m. 

from Pier 40. North River , foot of Clarkson Street  [= Cunard 

Dock ], City of New York.  

In the New York Times of 24 July the SS òUmbria ó is listed 

among the ships that sailed on Saturday , 23 July.  
 
 

 
 

                                                                      
3
 Atlantic Garden was located at 50-54 Bowery, New York City. The first Orchestrion dated from 

1865.The deluxe Style 10 roll operated orchestrion was built for the Chicago World's Fair of 1892. 

This orchestrion took the grand prize at the Fair. After the Fair it was sold to the Atlantic Garden 

where it was billed as the largest orchestrion ever built!  
4
 RMS Umbria and her sister ship RMS Etruria were the last two Cunarders that were fitted with 

auxiliary sails. It was built at Glasgow, Scotland in 1884. The ñUmbriaò and her sister ñEtruriaò were 

record breakers. They were the largest liners then in service and they plied the Liverpool to New York 

Service. 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RMS_Etruria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cunard_Line
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glasgow
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liverpool
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York
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Detail of passenger list of SS "UMBRIA" :  Fred Gaisberg ( age 24, Expert) and 

Joseph Sanders  ( age 20, Electrician)  arrive at Liverpool  in 1898 .  

 
 

 
 

SS "UMBRIA "  

 
Ernie Baylyôs comment: 
Then follows a list of expenses incurred in getting to London and buying ñhardwareò for setting up a recording room. 
Also an instruction, or reminder: 

 
The Gramophone Co. 31, Maiden Lane, London. 
Telegraph from Liverpool when starting. If nobody at station take hack, have 
luggage put on top of hack and drive to Hotel Cecil evenings or 31, Maiden Lane 
daytime. 
 
Ernie Baylyôs comment: 
Then comes a list of U.S. Berliners known to have been available at the time, after which is: 

Stockholders, Henry Newman, 629 Bdy [Broadway], N.Y., Louis Garthe 
(Balto. Am.), Auerbach Nordlinger, James Young 7 & 9 st, Suess, Gus 
Nordlinger, Lyons, Albert Berhends, Max Levi, Wagandt (Keen Haggerty, 
Balto.), Dr. V. M. Berthold, Boston. 
 

 

[Friday, 16 July 1 898] 

On 16 July 1898 a passport was issued to Frederick William 

Gaisberg (occupation: expert).  

Joseph Sanders also signed (as witness).  
 

[Monday,] 1 August 1898 [London] 
Note. Dog fight in streets of London (which later became a 'descriptiveô 
record). 
 
Ernie Baylyôs comment: 

Then follows some large amounts of dollars which one assumes to be Berliner company cash/shares/ or assets.  
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Matrix process. 
1. Marking of discs. 
Mounting. Solder copper wire at the top of disc (over stamp). Keep disc 
clean from soldering acid. Clean disc with gasoline of all fatty solution 
before mounting. Disc is mounted on oblong hard rubber plate. The 
brass. Plate should be hot to the point where a drop of water will siz [= 
sizzle]. 
Examine well the disc when taking it from the press to see that it is 
thoroughly attached to the rubber plate.  
2. Mix with hot wax. 
3. Preparatory coating, Clean disc absolutely with alcohol poured over the 
disc; then mix with strong lye; then make into a thick paste with whiting. 
Rub thoroughly with a stiff nail-brush. Wash thoroughly off all whiting 
with soft hair brush and then place for a few moments in pure Sinyde [= 
cyanide] bath, using carbon anode and electric light current. Take out, rub 
over the disc under running water with soft hair brush and then place in 
the copper cynide [= cyanide] bath for 3 minutes. Take out; rub dark scum 
off disc with whiting and hard brush. Examine for defects in coating and 
if defects are found put plate again in copper Synide [= cyanide] bath. 
After this clean again and put in the nickel bath for 5 minutes or 7 
minutes. Then place immediately in the copper tank and watch closely 
until safely covered with a good shell. In placing disc in copper tank have 
the connections so arranged that the current will enter immediately. 
4. Copper Synide Bath. 
a) preparing solutions 32oz. Cynide dissolved in 4 gal. water. Add copper 
ammonia to amethyst color. Add 1 pint of gold solution. Add 1£ pint of 
silver solution. 
b) "Recuberating and enobelingò. Stir day before using. Watch glow of 
lamp and conditions as to deposit, and add a tumbler full of copper 
ammonia. When the indications are that the bath is exhausted, to one 
quart of new solution added new 1 to 2 oz. of cyanide should be used. 
c) Current ï strength. Electric light current 110 volts with a 50 c.p. 
incandescent lamp to reduce current. Current strength about 1½ 
ampères. Voltage 10. 
d) Annodes. Use gas retort carbon. Obtain at the gas works, and also use 
a silver anode,  Remarks - after coating, adjust the volt-meter back from 
5½ volts to 2½ volts and then throw switch off main circuit and 
simultaneously adjust brushes to a non-sparking position. 
5. Copper tanks. 
a) Preparing solutions. A tank holds from 10 to 12 gallons of water - large 
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tanks - small 6 or 8 gals - add bluestone until spec. gravity is 14 to 15 
Bouma - which is about 18 to 20 lbs, to a tank. Add sulphuric acid till 
scale shows 18 % B. [= Bouma] - which is a pitcher and a half. Method of 
dissolving blue stone is by putting it in a cotton canvas bag and hang in 
tank until scale shows 15 oz. 
d) Recuberating. 
e) Current strength, 4/5 ampères to a plate. Keep volt-meter at about 2¼ 
to 2 3/4. 
f) Time of deposit, about 6 days. 
g) Remarks as to general attention. All tanks in series should be of equal 
resistance, which can be obtained by adding water or acid. In testing, care 
should be taken that a number of plates, number and size of anodes, are 
equal in each tank - also that connections are clean. Daily routines 1. 
Examine anodes. If loose or dirty the ammeter will vibrate. If anodes are 
too small the full amount of current will not pass through. Keep brushes 
& commutator clean and in good order. Keep dynamo oiled. 
While dynamo is running clean with benzine, and finest sand-paper and 
oil. After, clean with benzine and wipe off with cloth. 
6. Nickel Solution. 
a) Preparing solution. 5 of a pound of nickel salts to a gal. of hot water. 9. 
S. G. B. 8 (or 9 Specific Gravity Bonia). 
b) Recuberating. 
c) Circuit strength ï 5½ volts while plate is in. 
d) How to throw in current. 1st, throw switch for volt-meter down - which 
throws volt-meter in nickel tank circuit; 2nd, throw out dynamo switch for 
main circuit; adjust brushes to a non-sparking position and adjust voltage 
to 6½ at reostat. 
e)  Anodes. 2 nickel anodes about 8 to 14 in(ches) from plate. 
7. 
a) Care of dynamo. When commutator is rough, take block - put a piece 
of sand-paper on it - grind off commutator until smooth and even, then 
finish it with the finest sand-paper. Then polish finest sand-paper and oil. 
Wipe well with cotton. Care that no sand creeps in bearings. When this is 
done take off brushes and clean with benzine and cut edges if necessary. 
b) Throwing in current and closing off. To start, 1st throw on 
transmission slowly. Throw in main switch. Adjust brushes to non-
sparking position simultaneously; and adjust voltage at reostat to 2½ 
about. Closing off ï 1st  throw out switch; simultaneously throw back 
brushes to prevent sparks and close off power, 
8. Storage batteries - care of: Keep clean, keep filled with water. 
No. 1 from door - when discharged measures about 22½B 
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No. 2 ,,     ,,     ,,        ,,           ,,        ,,   26½B 
No. 1  ,,     ,,      ,,   fully charged ,,        ,,    26B 
No. 2 ,,    ,,     ,,    ,,       ,,     ,,      ,,    28B 
If run down completely they should have an over-charge as early as 
possible. 
Receipt for etching: 
Copper sulphate 4 oz. 
Soda chloride 4 oz. 
sulphate zinc 10 grs. 
sulphate alum 14 grs. 
Water 32 oz 
 
Recordings made by the zinc -etched process before the 

introduction of serial -matrix numbers.  

First recording: Monday, 8 August , 1898. 
 
-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 
 
Ernie Baylyôs comment: 

Notebook 2. and diary commencing 17th. Aug. 1899» combined. 

Sunday,1 January 1899 [London] 
Copper etching solution: 
3 hr. sol. 2 oz. Chlorate of potash in 20 oz. hot water - distilled; pour into 
45 oz.  cold distilled water. Then let it cool. Afterwards add a mixture of 
10 oz pure hydrochloric acid and 10 oz. distilled water. 20 min. solution: 
5¼ lbs chloride of iron. 16 fl. oz. Coml. hydrochloric acid make up gallon 
with water. 
  
Monday, 2 January 1899 [London] 
"I canôt think of nothinô else but youò5,  "[Dora?] Dean", ñOnly a little yellar 
coonò, "dayò 6 

 

Tuesday, 3 January 1899 [London] 
Small reed organ for Church effects - set of chimes. 
Male quartette sing hymns & hunting songs & scenes also.  

                         
5
 Composition of Harry Dacre (1896). 

6
 Probably recordings made by Burt Shepard. Although born in the United States, Burt Shepard was 

primarily known for the recordings he made in England. Most of his repertoire consisted of remakes 

of so-called "coon" songs and comical pieces for the European market taken from American 

recordings. He was particularly known for his covers of George W. Johnson's two hits, "The Laughing 

Song" and "Whistling Coon." 

http://rateyourmusic.com/artist/george_w__johnson
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Wednesday, 4 January 1899 [London] 
Hire a street piano. Banjo descriptive piece. Way different people dance. 
German, Spanish, Nigger when he has a quart of Nigger gin.  
 
Thursday, 5 January 1899 [London] 
Drinking Salon - never can think of the name of those places. I generally 
go to a brewery - you can get more. 
 
Friday, 6 January 1899 [London] 
Nigger Wedding. For banjo, false set of strings to break for effect. 
 
Saturday, 7 January 1899 [London] 
Hyde Park Preacher - take that unclean thing from you - sausage - and my 
friend took it and threw at him ï introduce an argument. 
 
Friday, 13 January 1899 [London] 
Orchestra - Miss Roma7  
 
Saturday, 14 January 1899 [London] 
Orchestra - Bates8 cornet 
 
Monday, 16 January 1899 [London] 
Mrs. Granville Ellis, 3. Queenôs Gate Terrace, Hyde Park  
 
Tuesday, 17 January 1899 [London] 
Savoy Hotel, Loe Fuller9 & Col. Gouraud10  
 
Thursday, 19 January 1899 [London] 
G. E. Dulow - 2 oôc  (comedian) 
 
Wednesday, 25 January 1899 [London] 
I feel a feeling which I feel you all feel11. I see a footprint made by an 

                         
7
 Caro Roma (1866-1937) was the stage name for Carrie Northly, American opera singer and 

songwriter. 
8
 Will  E. Bates, cornet-player. 

9
 Loie (ñLouieò)  Fuller, born Marie Louise Fuller in the USA (1862-1928), was a pioneer of both 

modern dance and theatrical lighting techniques. 
10

 Colonel G. E. Gouraud, recording engineer and Edisonôs chief European representative from 1878 

to 1893.  
11

 I feel a feeling which I feel you all feel. Quote attributed to George Ridding, English Bishop of 

Southwell (1828-1904): Sermon to the London Mission of 1885. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modern_dance
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stage_lighting
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unseen hand12. Be like Caesarôs Wife13 - the same to all men. 
Be like a he-goat on a mountain. 
 
Tuesday 31 January 1899 [London] 
Dining room furniture is a cheap imitation of antique furniture. Hoch 
und Deutschmeister. Hankes & Sons, Denman St., Pic[cadilly] - Circus. 
  
Wednesday, 1 February 1899 [London] 
Good march. 
 
Thursday, 2 February 1899 [London] 
7. 30 £1  12. 6. Guildhall Tavern14. King Street, Cheapside. 
Me and Earl15. 
 

Friday, 3 February 1899 [London] 
Cecil Maud16 12 oôc 
 

Saturday, 4 February 1899 [London] 
Played for Hayes £1 ï 1 
 

Ƃ The date of the next entry òSaturday, 12 ó is wrong:  

 

Saturday, 12 Saturday, 11 or Sunday 12, February 1899 [London] 

Frescartux [?] 9. 30 
 

Sunday, 19 February 1899 [London] 
Miss Ryall 2. 45 

Victoria, 6 -Thirsk Rd. S[outh]. Norwood  
 

Monday, 20 February 1899 [London] 

Loe Fuller, St. George's Hall, Langham Place 9 to 1. 

                         
12

 All along the untrodden paths of the future, I can see the footprints of an unseen hand: attributed to 

Sir Boyle Roche, an Irish politician. 
13

 Be like Caesar's wife refers to someone who is pure and honest in morals. 
14

 At the south-east corner of Guildhall Yard, on the north side of Gresham Street, Nos. 81 and 83, and 

22 King Street (P.O. Directory). In Cheap Ward. 
15

 Probably Burt Earl, a whistler. 
16

 Cyril Francis Maud(e) (1862-1951) - influential comedian, actor and theatre manager whose stage 

career extended over 60 years. 



www.recordingpioneers.com                       ©Hugo Strötbaum 

13 

 

 

 Sunday, 26 February 1899 [London] 

Miss Gyall [= Ryall] & Hunting17 8 o'clock to play "Millionaire's Houseò. 
 

Tuesday, 28 February 1899 [London] 
Miss Bigelow, $2. Sloane St, SW 6 p.m.  
 

Saturday, 4 March 1899 [London] 
Norbury Golf Club. 
 

Tuesday, 7 March 1899 [London] 

Kentish Town. Stanley Hall [on Junction Road] .  

 

Monday, 13 March 1899 [London] 

Bromley Vestry Hall18, Bow East. Broad Street. 

Mr. Harrington 8.30 to 10.30 2. 12. 6. [probably: £2. 12s. 6d.] Hayes  
 

On Tuesday 14 March 1899 the SS òKaiser Wilhelm der 

Grosseó of the Norddeutscher L loyd  departed from New 

York harbour. On board was William Sinkler Darby  who was 

on his way to Hanover, Germany . 

The SS òKaiser Wilhelm der Grosseó, bound for Bremen,  

Germany,  arrived at Southampton  on Monday 20 March  

1899. 

 

 

                         
17

 Probably Russell Hunting, American entertainer and recording pioneer. 
18

 Bromley Public Hall (on Bow Road) was built in 1879-80 as the vestry hall for St Leonards. 
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SS Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse  

 
 

 

Tuesday, 21 March 1899 [London] 
Owen's prediction Lincolnshire Race "Clipstone" odds 20-1  
 

Friday, 24 March 1899 [London] 

Grand National19 - "Manifestoò odds 11-1 
ñDroghedaò & ñGentle Idaò & ñManifestoò to place20. 

 
Wednesday, 29 March 1899 [London] 
S. W. Rly [= Railway] Brunswick Institute, Vauxhall21.  
 

 

Ernie Baylyôs comment: 

The following 3 and 4 April 1899 entries do not refer to an actual recording session, but presumably 

served as an aide-memoire for the planned July 1899 recording session in Paris. 

                         
19

 The Grand National steeple-chase horse race is held annually at the famous Aintree Racecourse, 

Merseyside. The 1899 race was won by the horse Manifesto. 
20

 Manifesto, Drogheda and Gentle Ida are names of horses. 
21

 Brunswick House at 30 Wandsworth Rd, Vauxhall Cross, London SW8 2LG. 

In 1854 it was purchased by the London and South Western Railway Company and was used ever 

since as an institute and club for railway workers. 
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Monday, 3 April 1899  
Monsieur A. de Trabodelo22, 4, Rue Mabeuf 23.  
Don Carlos. Pope 
Mlle. Ackté24 - soprano Opera. 
M. Delmas25, basso. 
 
Tuesday, 4 April 1899 
M. Affre26 - tenor.  
Rose Carron27, sopr.  
Mlle. Bernhardt28  
 
Gaisberg, Darby and Birnbaum were to embark on a tour 

through Europe for the purpose of making gramophone 

records.  That was to include the following cities/recording 

locations.  

Leipzig (Ger many) Ƃ Budapest (Hungary) Ƃ Vienna 

(Austria) Ƃ Milan (Italy) Ƃ Paris (France) Ƃ Madrid (Spain). 

 

Ƃ The date of the next entry is wrong. It is not clear exactly 

which date Gaisberg had in mind , but it must have be en  

related to the oncoming recording session in L eipzig  which 

began on Wednesday 17 May 1899 . It is not known when 

Gaisberg travelled to Leipzig : 

  

Thursday 5 Thursday, 11 May or Monday, 15 May 1899 
Case 3: 260 lbs.    
Case 6 - 95 lbs. 
Case 1: 80½ lbs.   
Case 4: 232½ lbs. 
Case 5: 87 lbs. 
 
 

Leipzig, GERMANY 
                         
22

 Ange-Pierre Trabadelo. Singing teacher of Mary Garden and Geraldine Farrar. 
23

 Rue Mabeuf or Marbeuf, VIII
e
 arrondissement, Paris 

24
 Aino Ackté, soprano (1876-1944). 

25
 Jean-François Delmas, French bass/baritone (1861-1933). 

26
 Agustarello Affre, French tenor (1858-1931). 

27
 Rose Caron, French operatic soprano  (1857-1930). 

28
 Sarah Bernhardt, French actress (1844-1923). 
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Wednesday, 17 May 1899 [Leipzig] 
String Orchestra 10.30.   2 hrs. - 9 men. 20 mark 
Leipziger Musik[er] Vereinigung  
 
Thursday, 18 May 1899 [Leipzig] 
Orchestre 10.30 
Herr Frank29 2.30  
 
Friday, 19 May 1899 [Leipzig] 
Rheingold Trio 11.00 
Orchestra 2.30  
 
Saturday, 20 May 1899 [Leipzig] 
Mrs. Wolf30  
 
Tuesday, 23 May 1899 [Leipzig] 
Herr éé.31  - tenor 2.30    
Herr Frank32 4. 
 
Ernie Baylyôs comment: 
As Fred Gaisberg was now recording in Germany, his expenses are noted in German Marks. 

 
[Tuesday] 30 [May 1899][Leipzig] 
2 fares to Budapest 99.40 [Mark] 
 

Budapest, HUNGARY 
 
Saturday, 3 June 1899 [Budapest] 
Veres Sandor 15 fl. on acct [= account] from Kaldor 
female singer33 18 fl. - 9 songs & her accompanist 5 fl. - 2 hs.  
 
Monday 5, June 1899 [Budapest] 
10.30 piano & violin. 
11.30 baritone & soprano 
2.30 baritone 
 
                         
29

 Anton Franck, a comic. 
30

 Phylla Siegmann-Wolff . 
31

 Probably Richard Searle or Hugo Becher. 
32

 Anton Franck, a comic. 
33

 Varadi Mariska. 
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Tuesday, 6 June 1899 [Budapest] 
10.30 Cymbalon34

 & piano 
4. German baritone & wife 
 
Friday, 9 June 1899 [Budapest] 
Orchestra 11. 
Male Qtt, 1.   
Comedian 3.  
 
Saturday, 10 June 1899 [Budapest] 
Cello 10.30 
Male Quartette 2.30 
Lady violinist 4 oôc 
Solymosi35 (speaking) 4.30 
Band 3 [= 5 oôc?]  
 
Sunday,11 June 1899 [Budapest] 
Herr Aranyi36 und Frau Aranyi Tenor und sopran 
 
 
 
Ernie Baylyôs comment: 
It is interesting to see how Fred Gaisberg & his fellow recordist, William Sinkler Darby, fitted in their recording 
sessions - or at least those actually noted in the diary. Now they travel on to Austria. 

 
Thursday, 15 June 1899 [Budapest Ÿ Vienna] 
8 a.m. train to Vienna  
 
 

Vienna, AUSTRIA 
 
Saturday, 17 June 1899 [Vienna] 
Prof. Gärtner 2.30 baritone 
 
Tuesday, 20 June 1899 [Vienna] 
Professor brings one Tenor37 and Coloratura38 am [= at?] 5 p.m.  
 
                         
34

 Török Istvan. 
35

 Solymosi Elek. 
36

 Desider Aranyi. 
37

 Fritz Werner. 
38

 Frl. Halasz. 
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Friday 23 June 1899 [Vienna] 
Giampietro39 12. 
Gushelbar40 4-5 baritone  
 
Saturday, 24 June 1899 [Vienna] 
Thieming41 4 oôc. 
Kursul [Kursal?] Qtt [= Quartett]42 4-15 ;  
 
Monday, 26 June 1899 [Vienna] 
Ziehrer's43 Band 10 oôc. 
 
 

Ƃ In the diaries (òBayly versionó) the following entries (6 July - 

are being presented as separate sequel s of events  , taking 

place in July, in other words, after  the Budapest and Vienna 

sessions in June 18 99. 

Although each entry was given an exact date  Ga isberg did 

not indicate on which day (Monday, Tuesday etc.) the 

events took place , otherwise there would have been no 

problem .   

However, it seems logical to suppose th at  òJuneó should be 

substituted here for òJulyó, unless Gaisberg at the time  the 

recordi ngs were made  did not have enough  cash to pay 

the Hungarian and Austrian artists  and had to go back to 

Budapest and Vienna afterwards to pay the artists their fees. 

The last option seems the less likely one é 
 
Ernie Baylyôs comment: 
We now come to some cash accounting in Austrian 
money, of which some extracts may equate to recording sessions on the dates quoted. 

 
[no day indicated], 6 July [= Tuesday 6 June?] 1899 
Gave Veres on acct 45. 
Gave pianist (full settlement) 16. 
Gave other pianist 5. 
Gave violinist 3. 
German duetists 28. 

                         
39

 Josef Giampietro, Austrian actor, operatic singer and comic (1866-1913). 
40

 Edmund Guschlbauer, a comic. 
41

 Hugo Thiming. 
42

 DôGrinzinger Streich-Quartett. 
43

 Carl Michael Ziehrer (1843-1922), Austrian bandmaster, composer and ñHofballmusikdirektorò. 
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pianist 4. 
Zigeuner Vio[linist] & Cym[balist]44 10.  
 
[no day indicated], 9 July [= Friday 9 June?] 1899 
Orchestra per Veres 10.50.   
Male Quartette  8. 
Pianist 12 hrs. fully settled 25. 
 
[no day indicated],10 July [= Saturday 10 June?] 1899  
Solymosi 3s. 7k.  
 
[no day indicated], 12 July [= Monday 12 June?] 1899  
Paid Veres 5. 
Paid pianist 7½  hrs. 15. 
Servian Singers 2. 
 
 
Ernie Baylyôs comment: 
On various dates, Gaisbergôs pocket was replenished and one reads an entry such as ñreceived from B. 100 fl.ò. ñB.ò 
was Theodore Birnbaum, Managing Director for the Gramophone Co. in Berlin, in whose ñterritoryò Gaisberg & 
Darby were now operating. It would seem that the policy was to advance small amounts as they proceeded. When 
they later move into France and Spain, the payments are received from [Alfred] Clark. 

 
[no day indicated] 15 July [= Thursday 15 June?] 1899 
Piano hire 9. 
 , 
[no day indicated] 17 July [= Saturday 17 June?] 1899  
Yodlers45 10. 
 
[no day indicated] 20 July [= Tuesday 20 June?] 1899  
pd. [= paid] Walderman46 9 songs   27. 
 
[no day indicated] 21 July [= Wednesday 21 June?] 1899  
Vaupel47 - 5 songs  15. 
 
 [no day indicated] 22 July [= Thursday 22 June?] 1899  
Ziehrerôs Band   54. 
 
[no day indicated] 25 July [= Sunday 25 June?] 1899  
                         
44

  
45

 Marie Kiesel. 
46

 Richard Waldemar. 
47

 Emil Vaupel. 
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Grinsinger Qt.  40 
 
Ernie Baylyôs comment: 
No engagements are noted, only expenses for meals, hotel, laundry, chemicals,etc. On 14th. are entries for fares and 
excess luggage, then on 24th. the first advance of cash from Alfred Clark is seen - he being Manager for France. 

 
Milan, ITALY  by Fred Gaisberg? 
 
July é. 1899 [Milan] 

Matrix numbers 2681 ï 2934 (or 2940) 

 
Paris, FRANCE by Fred Gaisberg? 
 
July é. 1899 [Paris] 

Matrix numbers 2941 - 3361 

 

 

Paris Ÿ Madrid, SPAIN 
Fred Gaisberg, William Sinkler Darby and Theodore B. 

Birnbaum  

 

This period is missing in Fred Gaisbergõs diaries, but 

fortunately a lively account of this period can be found i n 

William Sinkler Darbyõs (as yet unpublished) diary : 

Mo nday, 7  Aug 1899  

Tuesday, 8 Aug 1899  

Wedn esday, 9 Aug 1899  

Thursday, 10 Aug 1899  

Friday, 11 Aug 1899  

Saturday, 12 Aug 1899  

Sunday, 13 Aug 1899  
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Gaisberg and Darby must have read (and copied) each 

otherõs notes frequently, judging from the similarities 

between/in their writings.  

 

 

Valencia ï Madrid, SPAIN 
[Wednesday] 17 August 1899 [Valencia Ÿ train to Madrid] 

Plaza de Montesino, Valencia. The houses are mostly two stories high with 
sloping roofs, red tiled fronts of mud and stone all spotlessly white-
washed. Every town has a favourite pump or fountain from where the 
water is carried to the homes by women and girls. These girls present a 
pretty picture, balancing a heavy, earthen jug (of Moorish design) filled 
with water on their heads and with the aid of their hands. When we took 
a snap of the well they amused us greatly by their anxiety to pose 
gracefully. I have seen them meet at corners and begin to gossip without 
showing the least concern of the jug of water on their heads. 
Here we also had our first real Spanish dinner at a small hotel on Plaza de 
Montesino. I can assure you the seasoning and strong flavor of garlic, red 
pepper, and grease far from pleased us. I suppose olives are the only 
decent thing grown here and I donôt eat olives. 
After coffee in the only decent Café the place boasts of we returned to the 
station. Here again the terrible uncertainty of whether to proceed to 
Lisbon (Portugal) or return to Madrid seized us and for two hours we sat 
discussing the pros and cons. Our fate was decided when we discovered 
our luggage was already placed on the relief train and we sprang aboard 
when the station master informed us connections for Lisbon would not be 
made that day, but if we waited for "Mananaò (tomorrow) connections 
would surely be made. Already knowing that a Spaniard's tomorrow 
means never, we quickly had our luggage transferred to the Madrid, train 
and at 7 oôc p.m. we rejourney over the same ground we travelled last 
night - sad, tired, and provoked. However before starting we invested 3p. 
in a sausage, three rolls, and a bottle of wine. This we tackled soon after 
the train started and devoured with great relish as we were nearly 
famished. 
The night was awfully close, and as these European rail road carriages give 
no draft - as there is no vestibule -we suffered awfully from the heat and 
thirst caused by the salty sausages. 
 
Friday,18 August 1899 [arrival Madrid Ÿ Paris train to San Sebastian Ÿ 
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Bordeaux] 
We entered Madrid at 8 in the morning and drove to the Hotel de la Paix. 
They were surprised to see us back so soon. After a wash and breakfast, we 
chase around to see after transportation of luggage and ourselves to 
London. 
We were absolutely without money, and in this badly managed and 
unsystematic country the wires to Paris & London were broken and we 
were unable to telegraph for money. Luckily however a merchant loaned 
Mr.  Birnbaum £50. We decide to return to London via San Sebastian 
and at Bordeaux take a steamer for London, thus giving us a rest on the 
sea. 
Mr. B. [= Birnbaum] was to recover 300 pesetas on money expended on 
our fruitless trip to Portugal, Our loss was three times that amount. 
As pre-arranged, Mr. B. [= Birnbaum] took the 5 p.m. train to Barcelona, 
and we the 8 oôc express for Paris. Arriving at the station, we finally 
accomplish the difficult task of registering trunks, and try to find a place 
in a coach, but they are all full. 
At last, finding two seats, I jump in and sit down just as a fat matron with 
a bitter tongue claims it. I refused to move and she plumps down in my 
lap and there remains, while Darby on the outside frantically runs about 
looking for me. At last I give her a push and slip out from beneath her, 
and she falls back into the seat with a jar. 
Then Darby gets in, and as the fat woman gets out of the car to give the 
seat to her daughter, for whom she is preserving it, Darby slips into it 
himself, and immediately two men and the old woman yell and pull and 
tug and punch him. Finally he has to give it up and with a long face 
squeezes himself into a place opposite and now it is my turn to laugh. 
Well, the ride was the worst I ever endured. This [was] our third successive 
night in a train and that a car so crowded that one had to sleep as in a 
straight jacket. 
 
 

Bordeaux, FRANCE 
 
Saturday, 19 August 1899 [on the train Ÿ Bordeaux] 
The train stops at a small station for breakfast, and at the Spanish frontier 
we had a good lunch. 
Just before reaching the frontier a lady and gentleman entered our coach, 
The gentleman was deaf and dumb but she surprised me by addressing me 
in English. I had a nice chat with her. She is a Spanish-American, her 
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husband is an American artist. Later on, I brought out the Gramophone 
and the old fellow was highly delighted because he was able to hear it. 
They left the train shortly after crossing the French frontier. 
This is another great trouble - hauling out luggage and opening it up for 
inspection. 
Reaching Bordeaux about 6 oôc [a.m.?] we drive to the quay and engage 
our passage to London on the S. S. ñAlbatrossò. The vessel is a trading 
steamer - carries mostly freight, wine, and canned fruit. She makes an 
average of 12 miles per hour. 
After securing our berth we stopped on shore and called a carriage and 
drove over the town. We saw about all the interesting places, the Opera 
House, State House, one or two churches, and wound up at a Café, where 
we had a good dinner for 3 fr. [= francs]. We then went to a garden called 
the Jardin des Plantes. There was a Promenade Concert in progress. We 
went in and enjoyed a good orchestral concert, and saw a little of 
Bordeaux inhabitants. 
But the quays are the finest sight of all. It is an immense shipping point, 
and the quays are a forest of masts and smokestacks. A fine masonry 
bridge crosses the river. Took ten years to build and cost £15,000. 
At 10.30 we go on board and go to our berths and sleep soundly.  
 
Sunday, 20 August 1899 [at sea] 
We awake and find we are on our way to London. We enjoy the good 
English food once more, and make the acquaintance of some nice English 
chaps. 
The day is beautiful and the air is invigorating. After dinner, we sit in the 
smoking room chatting with the Captain, a jolly Englishman. We were 
discussing an article in a newspaper saying a woman in England had given 
birth to a sextette. Some of the men discredited the Captainôs statement, 
and he said he was not there - nor was he the father of the sextette. 
The distance from Bordeaux to London is about 800 miles and weôll 
arrive Wednesday morning (noon). 
 
 Monday, 21 August 1899 [at sea] 
Fine weather & uneventful.  
 
 

Southampton - London, ENGLAND 
 
Tuesday, 22 August 1899 [Southampton] 
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Stopped at Southampton - unloading vessel ï car ride. Visit Empress 
Docks. 
 
Wednesday, 23 August 1899 [London]48 
Sailing up Thames, collide with lumber barge, steering breaks. Welcomed 
home, arrive about noon. Stop at 25 Montagu Pl. Oxford Music Hall49that 
night.  
 
Thursday, 24 August 1899 [London] 
We visit Westminster Abbey, and at night to Middlesex [Music] Hall.  
 
Friday, 25 August 1899 [London Ÿ Esher] 
We go with Mr. Owen to his home in Esher, Surrey. 
Miss Jenny [Owen] plays pranks on us that night.  

 

Saturday, 26 August 1899 [Esher] 
Bicycle ride to Esher with Miss Jenny. Go to Hurst Park races50 with Mr. 
Owen in afternoon. More pranks that night. 
 
Sunday, 27 August 1899 [Esher] 
[Belford] Royal and Turner came down, and a very pleasant day was spent 
making grotesque photos. At night we had music & singing and lots of 
sport - invent pranks to play on Miss Jenny [ Owen] and Turner. 
We got to sleep about 2 a.m.  
 
Monday, 28 August 1899 [London] 
Returned to work. Baggage not yet arrived from Madrid.  

 

Monday Tuesday, 29 & Tuesday Wednesday, 30 August 1899 [London] 
Uneventful. Horse Shoe51 in the evening.  
 
Thursday, 31 August 1899 [London] 
Residing at 41. Gower Street [Turnerôs house]. 
 

                         
48

 The Albatross arrived in London (Gravesend) from Bordeaux on 23 August 1899 (The Times of 24 

Aug 1899). This is confirmed by an article in the Standard, which adds that she was heading for the 

"British and Foreign Wharf". 
49

 Oxford Music Hall was a music hall located in Westminster, London at the corner of Oxford Street 

and Tottenham Court Road. It was converted into a legitimate theatre in 1917, but the theatre closed in 

1926 and was demolished. 
50

 Hurst Park is near to Hampton village on the Thames, approximately 12 miles from London. 
51

 The Horse Shoe (Brewery), located on the junction of Tottenham Court Road and Oxford Street. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_hall
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_of_Westminster
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxford_Street
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tottenham_Court_Road
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tottenham_Court_Road
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxford_Street
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Friday, 1 September 1899 [London] 
Residing at 41. Gower Street. 
 
Saturday, 2 September 1899 [London] 
Pack up ready to start on Sunday night. Alhambra52 that night. 
 
Sunday, 3 September 1899 [London Ÿ by train to Glasgow] 

See Mr. & Mrs. Owen & Royal & Birnbaum off on a trip to Paris and 
Germany. In the afternoon we go to Richmond Park & have a row on the 
Thames. Spent a few hours at the Horse Shoe [= public house]. Take 11 oôc 
p.m. train to Glasgow. Slept very well in a first class sleeper. 400 miles 
from London to Glasgow. 2 fares to Glasgow £5 ï l6s. 2 sleepers 10s. 
Excess luggage £1 - 12s. - 6d. 
 
 

Glasgow, SCOTLAND 
 
Monday, 4 September 1899 [Glasgow] 
Arrive early in fine condition. Put up at Cockburn Hotel. Darby sets up 
machine while I go with Buchanan53 who met us in morning. 
That night we went to Queens Park to see the bowling turf54. 
 
Tuesday, 5 September 1899 [Glasgow] 
Start record-taking with Miss Jennie MacLoughlan55, the first singer of 
Scotch songs in Scotland. Mr. Buchanan, her husband will act as our 
regular accompanist.  
 
Wednesday, 6 September 1899 [Glasgow] 
More record-making of Male voices. Very poor artists. They would be run 
out of town in Italy. Scotch songs and music are good, characteristic and 
original, but its singers are poor, lacking quality and evenness of tone. 
Today made records of the champion piper of Scotland Piper McCall56 - 
holds the large gold medal, played for once every 100 years. The winner 
also receives £50.  
 

                         
52

 The Alhambra was a popular theatre and music hall located on the east side of Leicester Square, in 

the West End of London. The building was demolished in 1936. 
53

 Robert Buchanan, pianist and husband of Jennie MacLachlan. 
54

 Glasgowôs  Queens Park Bowling and Tennis Club was founded in the year 1867 and still exists. 
55

 Jennie MacLachlan. 
56

 John McCall. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_hall
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leicester_Square
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_End_theatre
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London
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Thursday, 7 September 1899 [Glasgow] 
Recordïmaking. 
 
Friday, 8 September 1899 [Glasgow] 
Scott Skinner, the champion fiddle player of Scotland, King of Strathspeys 
and Reels. He is a queer character and very conceited. 
 
Saturday, 9 September 1899 [Glasgow] 
Records of Black57. Went to see Circus Girl58 that night.  
 
Sunday, 10 September 1899 [Glasgow] 
We surprised the good people of Glasgow by having Iffôs dance orchestra59 
play for us. In the afternoon took a carriage drive out in the suburbs of 
Glasgow. 
 
Monday, 11 September 1899 [Glasgow] 
More record-making. W. F. Frame the best humorist in Scotland. 
Went with Black that evening. 
Glasgow - like all other Scottish towns is a very virtuous place. It is a 
typical busy manufacturing and mercantile place, built entirely of stone. It 
has vast shipping interests. It is a town of 800,00 inhabitants. Is the 
second city in the Kingdom. It is full of miserable, half-starved dirty 
people. The place is very righteous, and Public Houses [= pubs] close at 11 
oôc and not allowed to open on Sunday. They are great whisky drinkers. 
The only places of interest are the Docks, the Cathedral and Municipal 
Buildings. The city corporation control and own all tramways, lighting & 
water supplies. 
 
Ernie Baylyôs comment: 
Some cash accounts reveal the following payments in Glasgow. They were written with dates against them but do 
not necessarily coincide with dates of recordings. 

 
[Saturday] 9 September 1899 [Glasgow] 
Miss McGregor 8s. [songs]  £5 

Mr. Fleming60 8s. [songs]  £2 - 18s. 
2 pipers 11 rec.  £3 - 13s. 
Soprano (McDonald) 5s.  £1 - 1s. 
                         
57

 Robert Black. 
58

 The Circus Girl was a musical comedy in two acts by James T. Tanner and Walter Apllant 

(Palings), with lyrics by Harry Greenbank and Adrian Ross. Set in Paris, the plot concerns a group of 

English tourists who get mixed up with a circus troupe. 
59

 Iffôs Orchestra was led by Wilhelm Iff. 
60

 James Fleming. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musical_theatre


www.recordingpioneers.com                       ©Hugo Strötbaum 

27 

 

Black 8s.  £2 - 2s. 
Scott Skinner £3 - 3s. 
Miss McDonald 5s.  £1 ï 1s. 
Iff's Orch. £5 
W. F. Frame £10 
 
Ernie Baylyôs comment: 
There were also the usual purchases of meals, gasoline,acid, etc. 

  
Tuesday, 12 September 1899 [Glasgow Ÿ Edinburgh Ÿ Glasgow] 
Did our packing in the forenoon, and caught the 1.05 train for 
Edinburgh. 
Was highly delighted with this beautiful city, with the great frowning 
castle overlooking it from its lofty perch. 
The streets are broad and regular, and the buildings - which are all of 
stone -are beautiful. It is a very clean city. On Princes  Street - bounded on 
one side by the Park - is the huge Scott monument. 
We visited the Castle, going through the old portion of the town. We saw 
the Crown Room, Queen Mary of Scotsô bed-chamber, in which James I 
was born. Also St. Margaret's Chapel, and one of the oldest weapons 
known, Mons Meg cannon, made in Scotland in the 14th century - built 
on the jacket principle. 
We went to the Forth Bridge by coach, passing Lord Rosebury's place. The 
Forth Bridge is the largest and longest in the world. 1½  miles long, 450 
ft. high - took 10 years to build and cost 15 million dollars. We took 
several pictures of the bridge. 
The drive was very beautiful. En route, we encountered a fire-engine, 
drawn by 4 horses, plunging up the road. One driver was seated on one of 
the front horses. Later we saw the fire - a barn. 
We returned to Glasgow by the 8.20 train.  
 
Wednesday, 13 September 1899 [Glasgow Ÿ Loch Lomond Ÿ Balloch Ÿ 
Glasgow] 
We take 7.05 train for Loch Lomond, our train traversing a beautiful 
rocky country, first following the Clyde then along 
[This entry starts again:] 
We take the 7.15 train for Loch Lomond and after a delightful journey 
through fine scenery - passing first along the banks of, the Clyde and then 
along various small lakes including Loch Long and Loch Lomond - we 
reach the head of the latter lake at Ardluie. 
After breakfast in an adjoining hotel we stroll down among the banks of 
the Loch, making here and there photos of spots. About 11 oôc the sun 
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broke forth from the clouds gloriously, and the remainder of the day was 
beautiful. 
The Loch is a long, narrow body of water, clear, blue, lying in a basin or 
valley of high hills thickly covered with verdure and woods. 
In the lake are numerous pretty islands - some are floating islands, and 
change their position frequently. The entire length is 25 miles. 
At 1.30 we took a pretty little steamer, and had a two hoursô journey to 
the bottom [= south] of the lake to Balloch, passing numerous summer 
villas and hotels, and the Ben Lomond - the next highest hill in Scotland. 
We arrive in Glasgow at 4.10 and go to the hotel to bid goodbye to the 
hostess, and Mr. Cockburn drove us to the wharf in his spank [= 
spanking?] little trap61. We drank a ñwee drappie oótò for Auld Lang Syne, 
and he gave us an invitation to visit him for a weekôs holiday in Scotland 
and he would undertake to show us its beauties. Mr. Cockburn is a jolly 
good fellow, and was of considerable assistance to us in our work, and 
entertained us finely [to be continued]. 
 
Ernie Baylyôs comment: 
I am grateful to Alan Kelly & Brian Rust who have written to point out errors in the previous part, arising on page 
1382, column two.  Right at the top of the column, Sat. 12th. is wrong. It should be Sat 18th. 
A little lower down, Mon. 3rd. & Tues, 4th. April are correct, BUT the following entry Thu. 5. should read 
Thu.11th. May (giving weights of cases)» The rest of the dates down to ñ(Now in Budapest, Hungary)ò are all in 
May (not April as your Editor put). All of the above were Editorôs errors.  Mr. Kelly goes on that recording dates 
confirm that our entries for May become June, and June becomes July. Be that as it may, Fred Gaisberg had them 
down in the way in which we put them! Mr. Kelly also asked what have I omitted so far? To date, a few laundry 
lists, prices of meals and purchases of sundries in London for recording which reveal nothing. 
If major recording sessions seem to have NOT BEEN MENTIONED, it just proves that such information was 
noted in a separate recording book which was lost at some time by the Gramophone Company either in London or 
Hannover. 
Mr. Hoskins has asked who was in charge of Fred Gaisberg & William Sinkler Darby on these expeditions, and did 
the recording engineers decide who to record? Theodore Birnbaum was ñin chargeò of the engineers the minute they 
stepped on to the soil of 'mainland Europaô until they again returned to Britain. 
It was he who would have told them who to record, and would have had a list of artistes prepared in advance. He 
advanced the money as they required it. He was the senior executive in 'mainlandô Europe. Alfred Clark, manager in 
Paris being subordinate to him. (When Barry Owen resigned in London62, it was Theodore Birnbaum who replaced 
him there. He was also American63). Our own opinion is that had Gaisberg and Darby met with exceptional talent 
on the travels, but not on Birnbaumôs list, they would have taken some recordings if they thought them a saleable 
proposition. But now to continue Fred Gaisberg's own words.... 

 

Wednesday, 13 September 1899 [Glasgow Ÿ boat to Belfast] 

Our boat, the "Alligatorò, pushed off at 6.10 (p.m.) and we cast our eyes 
on the sights of the busy but narrow Clyde. 
Numerous were the crafts and we saw a good deal of the vast shipbuilding 

                         
61

 Two-wheeled carriage with springs. 
62

 On 3 May 1904 William Barry Owen retired from the board of Directors and returned to America. 

He was replaced by Theodore Bernard Birnbaum. 
63

 Theodore Bernard Birnbaum was not American, but British . 
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industry for which Glasgow is noted. We saw many large skeletons of huge 
traders, men of war, torpedo boats, and other species. The channel is very 
narrow, at places hardly allowing two vessels to pass each other. 
Along the channel are guiding buoys and signs saying ñDead Slowò. 

 

 

Belfast - Dublin, IRELAND 
 
Thursday, 14 September 1899 [Belfast] 
We awoke to find our boat lying quietly by the Quay in Belfast. 
We have breakfast on the boat, and about 8 oôc are joined by Mr. 
Bohanna. We give our luggage in charge of the hotel porter, and we ride 
to the Royal Avenue Hotel, in the typical Irish conveyance of the jarvie 
cart, a two-wheeled car in which the passengers sit back-to-back riding 
sideways. These fellows, called Jarvies, are even worse than the London 
cabbie. They will always contest the fee. 
The day was typical of the usual Belfast weather, misty, cloudy, and 
showers at frequent intervals. 
We did very little work, only engaged our accompanist, Mr. Glenton. 
That night we spent in the company of our agent, Mr. Osborn. 
There is little to see in Belfast: being a new city and business centre it has 
few places of interest. Its industries are linen and shipbuilding. Here is the 
centre of the famous Irish Linen industry. In the Belfast shipyards was 
built the new steamer of the White Star Line, the ñOceanicò, the largest 
vessel in the world. 
This city has 280,00 inhabitants. This city is also notorious for its riots. 
There exist two bitter factions: the Orangemen and the Catholics. The 
former are Protestants. In a riot they turn up street-flaggings, cobblestones 
or anything to hurl at each other. 
It was supposed that we were to make records of Irish music, but we find 
most of the singers who present themselves are of Scotch extraction, and 
they refuse to sing Irish songs. In fact there are very few good singers at all 
in this city. 
Singer64 for 5 songs  £1 - 1s. 
Music, paper, gasoline  2s. 6d. 
Thomas65  6 s.[= songs] £2 - 12s. 

 

                         
64

 E. McElroy. 
65

 William Thomas. 



www.recordingpioneers.com                       ©Hugo Strötbaum 

30 

 

Friday, 15 September 1899 [Belfast] 
We passed a very slow day, only making a few trials of very poor artists. In 
the evening we went to the Opera House66 and saw a very poor musical 
comedy. We sat in the pit for a shilling. 
Dighton67 10.30 
White  
Thomas   3         
Livingston  4  
Macquitty          
Donally 
Total received £70 
cash in hand 5s. 10d. 
lamps 8d. 
Mahood68 3 s. [= songs] £1 - 1s. 
Gibson69 13 s. [= songs] £4 - 4s. 
dinner 6s. 
 
Saturday, 16 September 1899 [Belfast Ÿ Bangor Ÿ Belfast] 
Our work was a little brisker, and made records of a fairly good comedian, 
a Mr. Gibson. That evening we went to Bangor, a small watering resort 
and village some 15 miles outside of Belfast on the Belfast Lock. 
Here we had tea and took a little walk along the coast Returning to the 
band-stand, we had the pleasure of hearing a concert by a kilted Highland 
band. There were 20 pipers attached to the band. The pipers generally 
played their selection walking at a brisk gait. 
We met Gibson here, and all four returned to Belfast and finished out the 
evening at the Empire Music Hall70. 
Kelly 11.30 
Gibson 
Picton 12 
Dinner & tea  11s. 
Plates polished 12s. (Ernie Baylyôs comment: recording zincs?) 

Piano rent  £1 - 1s. 
 
Sunday, 17 September 1899 [Belfast Ÿ Ballymena Ÿ Portrush Ÿ Bushmills 
                         
66

 The Grand Opera House (also known as the Palace of Varieties) is a theatre in Belfast, Northern 

Ireland, designed (in ñOriental styleò)  by the most prolific theatre architect of the period, Frank 

Matcham. It opened on 23 December 1895. It was very badly damaged by bomb blasts in 1991 and 

1993, but still exists. 
67

 Wilson Dighton. 
68

 R. T. Mahood. 
69

 W. Gibson 
70

 The Empire (Theatre) Music Hall (1894-1965) at 42 Botanic Avenue, Belfast. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belfast
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Ireland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Ireland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Matcham
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Matcham
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Ÿ Portrush Ÿ Belfast] 
We arose and had an early breakfast, and hopped on a jarvie and drove to 
the R.R. Station. Here we booked to the Giant's Causeway. 
Our way led through some very pretty scenery. The green pastures and 
hills were especially fresh-looking. 33 miles out we touch Ballymena, the 
next largest town to Belfast in north Ireland, a linen centre. 68 miles out 
we reach Portrush, which is a watering place and called ñQueen of the 
Ulsterò. 
Here we disembark from the train, and enter a tram car which takes us 
directly to the Causeway (or more correctly to the small village of 
Bushmills) 8 miles distant. The track of the train follows the coast line 
and some magnificent sights are afforded by the great wave s beating and 
lashing the rugged rocks of the shore. The waves have worn the rocks in 
many curious shapes, such as Windows, arches, caves, faces, etc. 
We pass the very picturesque and romantic fortress Dunluce, built right 
into the sea on a high promontory. The castle dates back into the 14th 
century, and is separated from the mainland by a chasm 20 feet wide. In 
the l6th century, the servants quarters was undermined by the waves one 
stormy night, and the entire section - servants and all - were precipitated 
into the furious waters below. 
On reaching the Causeway, we first had lunch in the hotel, and securing a 
guide, we paid and enter the grounds. We are first taken to the cave, and 
shown the long tunnel, 350 ft. long where the ocean rushes up and down, 
creating an awful fury. This is better seen and approached by boat from 
the sea, but today was so wild and stormy that it was unsafe, so we 
approached the cave and entered by a small outlet by land. 
From the cave we went to the Causeway. This is divided in three sections 
the little Causeway, the Great Causeway, and the Middle Causeway, and 
consist of rocky pillars of symmetrical shape formed by some freak of 
nature. Some have 4 sides, others 5, and so on, up to to 9 sides. Only one 
column of 8 sides is known to exist. Their sides are level and flat, and the 
column is not a continuous stick, but is made up of sections; and these 
sections, when separated, will be one concave and the other end convex. 
There are some 20,000 pillars. 
We followed out the old myth of drinking from the Giantôs Well, (this is 
called the Keystone) and then sitting in the Lady's Wishing Chair and 
making a wish. This wish is said to fall within a year. 

The land and rocks all around seem to take all kinds of fantastic shapes. 
The guide will point out a rock that looks like a bear, or an old womanôs 
face, or a harp (the Giant's Harp), the Giantôs Organ, and at another point 
the coast is so hollowed out and then walled around by these steep 
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columns similar to the columns in the Causeway that the place resembles 
an amphitheatre. Also a fantastic rock is the Giantôs Chimney. Not far away 
is what is called the Spanish Bay where one of the Spanish Armada was cast 
on a rock and wrecked. 
The day was a wild and stormy one, and this made the sight more grand 
and inspiring. One could sit for hours and watch the furious billows rush 
up against the rocks and dash into foam and mist. 
We took a number of photographs. A Mr. Whitley of Manchester 
attached himself to our party and proved an interesting companion. 
We returned to Portrush, and after supper at the Hotel (the Golf Club H.) 
we took train and arrived safely in Belfast by 9 oôc, well satisfied with the 
day. 
 
Monday, 18 September 1899 [Belfast] 
Today we made records of more bum artists, and kept ourselves pretty 
busy. We finished out  packing, and spent the evening in hotel writing. 
Hotel Bill  £10 - 11s. 9d.    
2 fares to Dublin £1 - 10s.  
Mc Elroy71 5 songs £1 - 1s.  
 
Tuesday, 19 September 1899 [Belfast Ÿ Dublin] 
Mr. Osborn sees us down to the station, where we embark on the 9.45 
a.m. train for Dublin. The country we passed through was not particularly 
grand, but of the fresh, quiet, rural sort that was very pleasing. We saw 
evidence of the linen industry by the long strips of white stuffs spread over 
the fields to bleach. 
We reached Dublin at 2 oôc after a ride of 110 miles. (The Irish mile is 
7/5ths of an English mile) We all jumped into a jarvie cart (Mr. Bohanna 
met us at the station) and we drove to the Central Hotel. 
Here we had troubles of all kinds. We could not use the rooms Bohanna 
had arranged for, and we had to move downstairs into the drawing room. 
That evening we went to see "The Greek Slave"72, and [I] was delighted by a 
very good production, Maud Boyd and Marie Studholm73 were especially 
good.  
Received from Company £30. 
Piano  £1 - 1s. 

                         
71

 E. McElroy 
72

 ñA Greek Slaveò (1898) was a musical play situated in Ancient Greece (libretto by Owen Hall ; 

lyrics by Harry Greenbank & Adrian Ross; music by Sydney Jones). 
73

 Marie Studholme (1872-1930), born Caroline Maria Lupton or Marion Lupton, was an English 

actress and singer known for her supporting and sometimes starring roles in Victorian and Edwardian 

musical comedy. 

http://www.ask.com/wiki/Victorian_era?qsrc=3044
http://www.ask.com/wiki/Edwardian_musical_comedy?qsrc=3044
http://www.ask.com/wiki/Edwardian_musical_comedy?qsrc=3044
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sulphuric acid  1s. 
1 gal. alcohol  £1- 9s. 9d. 
Cox74 6 songs  £2 - 2s. 
Miss Ross75 6 songs  £2 - 2s. 
Pat Kinsella  £1 - 1s. 
Miss E. Connelly76  £1 - 1s. 
Accompanist  £1 - 1s. 
Electric bill Belfast 15s. 
Pat 3 s. [= songs]   £1 - 1s. 
Cheevers77  £1 
Darby on acct.  £1 
Shackleton 5 s. [= songs]  £2 - 2s. 
Accompanist 2 days  £2 - 2s. 
Cheevers  £2 - 2s. 
 Pat  £1 - 1s. 
McGaugh  7 shillings 
Jeffries   £1 - 1s. 
Hurley  £1 - 1s. 
Pianist     £1 - 1s. 
car & telegram 3s. 6d. 
parcel post 1s. 
Hotel Bill Dublin £14 - 11s. 
Tips, cab, dray  £2 - 1s. 6d. 
R.R. £4 - 12s. 
Recôd from Co. Ã10 
Excess to Cardiff  3s. 6d. 
 
Wednesday, 20 September 1899 [Dublin] 
Morning fresh troubles arose. After connecting up our motor, we 
discovered the current was not high enough to drive it so we had to make 
arrangements to move to the stock-rooms across the street, where we 
could obtain suitable current. 
During all this time we were visited by different artists for trials, and a 
poor, conceited lot they were too. The town boasts of very few good 
artists. 
About this time we made the acquaintance of Mrs. Magrueôs daughter and 
her friend Miss Clayton, a member of the chorus of "The Greek Slave". 
They happened to mention that Miss Boyd was to take dinner with them 
                         
74

 Evan Cox 
75

 Jeannie Rosse. 
76

 Elsie Conolly 
77

 Joe Cheevers 
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tomorrow, and I made them promise to bring Miss Boyd over to make a 
record. Mr. B. [W.] Piggott, our agent's son, was a frequent visitor, as well 
as all our other agents, Cahill, Waterhouse, etc. 
Watson 10 
Morgan 10.30 
Tom Marchand 11 
Academy 
Westland Row 
Gordon Cleathers 
Chas Kelly 
 
Thursday, 21 September 1899 [Dublin] 
A very disappointing day from a record-making standpoint. 
Miss [Maud] Boyd did not appear during the day, but on going to dinner 
that evening I discovered the whole crowd of them in the dining room. 
When they arose to go, I followed them and reminded them of their 
promise, and after a good lot of coaxing they followed me over. 
Miss Boyd proved a charming lady with a grand, big voice. She sang "The 
Golden Isle" from "The Greek Slave", and a sweet girl, Mrs. Medlicot, played 
her accompaniment. 
Cardiff 163 miles from London, pop. 128,915 
Dublin 113 miles from Belfast 
Dublin 334 miles from London 
Portrush 68 miles from Belfast 
 
Friday, 22 September 1899 [Dublin] 
More bum artists. Music Hall at night, and secured Cheevers to sing for us 
in the morning. 
Cox 5 
Md. Ross  11 
O'Connell 4  
 
Saturday, 23 September 1899 [Dublin] 
We had Cheevers and a character, Pat Kins[c]ella, a jolly, witty Irishman 
of the typical sort. (Ernie Baylyôs comment: Both gentlemen were famous Music Hall artists in Ireland, 
but may not have come to London. The latter must have been nearing the end of his career by this time.) 

That evening Miss Boyd heard her record and was delighted with it. After 
dinner we strolled through the crowded streets watching the people. 
Pat Kins[c]ella  10 oôc      
Cheevers   2 pm 
Band  3 to 5  
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Sunday, 24 September 1899 [Dublin Ÿ Dalky ŸDublin] 
In morning we made a few records of Cheevers and entertained the girls 
in the ñlab" by photo and music, and had a good old time. 
In the afternoon we went for a trolley ride to Dalky, 8 miles distant. 
The trolley follows the coast, or bay line, and passes through some pretty 
villages and by some very fine castles and residences. 
At Dalky we ascended the hill near-by the ruin of an old castle. Here we 
had a very fine view of the bay which looks very much like the Bay of 
Naples, with a Mt. Vesuvius rising on the opposite shore. 
In the morning we spent a short half-hour in the Saint Patrick's 
Cathedral, and [I] was very much pleased by the singing of the surpliced 
choir. It is a large granite pile. 
We also passed the Christ Cathedral, which is also a very imposing 
structure. In getting to the Cathedral, we passed through a wretched, 
poverty-stricken section of the city. 
Sunday morning is a sort of Bazaar day for these people, and the streets 
were crowded with ragged, bare-footed children, men and women. 
The articles on sale were mostly rotten, decayed meats and vegetables, 
secondhand clothes and shoes. 
 
 

Chester ï Cardiff, WALES ï Bristol ï 
Bath - London, ENGLAND 
 
Monday, 25 September 1899 [Dublin Ÿ Holyhead Ÿ Chester] 
We decided to make our exit from Dublin. We entertained the girls in the 
"lab" again. We made records up to 5.30, and were aboard the boat bound 
for Holyhead by 9.40 p.m. 
After a very smooth passage, considering the usual roughness of the Irish 
channel, we reached Holyhead by 1 a.m. The distance is 69 miles. We 
embark on a train and reach Chester by 4 o'c, and put up at the 
Westminster Hotel. 
 
Tuesday, 26 September 1899 [Chester Ÿ Cardiff] 
We have a few hours wait-over, so we go out to see the sights of the old 
and quaint town of Chester.  Chester is one of the few cities with its walls 
standing complete, as built by the Romans. The circuit of the walls is 2 
miles round. 
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We visited the old Chester Cathedral, built or started in 11th. century. 
It is of red sandstone, and this gives the interior a very brilliant effect. 
We pass the old castle and Roman square watch-tower, over the old 
bridges and on the "wishingò stairs by the mills ñon the River Deeò. 
We visited the museum, wherein are exhibited old Roman and Saxon 
relics discovered in the neighborhood, such as crockery, trinkets, coins, 
jewelry, stone carvings. 
Now we pass down the old streets, containing the old houses of the Early 
English period. Chester people pride themselves on these old houses, with 
their elaborate woodcarved and latticed fronts, with the upper storeys 
overhanging the pavement below, forming a sort of arcade. The ground 
floor is used as shops. The old houses are numerous, and date back to the 
15th and l6th century. 
We made a circuit on the [city] wall, which is about 10 ft. wide at the top. 
We continued our journey to Cardiff by the 11 oôc train, arriving there at 
4 oôc. We put up at the Park Hotel. 
Hotel, tips, cab, telegram, sundries 18s. 6d. 
Paper, acids, solder, sundries 6s. 6d. 
Miss Wedlake  £1 - 1s. 
Darby on acct.  £1  
Miller78 9 s. [= songs]  £3 - 3s. 6d. 
Darby on acct.  10s.  
accompanist  £2 - 2s. 
 
Wednesday, 27 September 1899 [Cardiff] 
We had a great trouble in setting up plant on account of current. 
We had to shift the studio to Barry's Hotel but were ready for business at 
2 oôc. 
That night we went to see a very miserable performance of "The Greek 
Slaveò79 at the Royal80. 
 
Thursday, 28 September 1899 [Cardiff] 
Took records of Mr. [Harry] Miller and Miss Wedlake. 

                         
78

 Harry Miller. 
79

 ñA Greek Slave ñ is a musical comedy in two acts, first performed on 8 June 1898 at Daly's Theatre 

in London, produced by George Edwardes and ran for 349 performances. The score was composed by 

Sidney Jones with additional songs by Lionel Monckton and lyrics by Harry Greenbank and Adrian 

Ross. The libretto was written by Owen Hall. 

A Greek Slave was in the unfortunate position of following The Geisha, also by Sidney Jones. This 

was the biggest stage hit of its era. Therefore, A Greek Slave is often remembered as being the show 

that was not as successful as The Geisha, rather than being appreciated on its own merits. 
80

 The Theatre Royal in Wood Street was built in 1878. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musical_comedy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daly%27s_Theatre
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Edwardes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sidney_Jones
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lionel_Monckton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Greenbank
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adrian_Ross
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adrian_Ross
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Owen_Hall
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Geisha
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Went to hear Albert Chevalier81 in Park Hall82. 
 
Friday, 29 September 1899 [Cardiff] 
More records of Miller and went over to Cardiff Castle. 
The Castle, owned by the Lord of Cardiff, is built on the sight [= site] of 
an old Roman fortress erected 200 years before Christ. The walls of this 
fortress have recently been discovered and are being carefully restored. 
Foundations are 13 ft. in thickness. Mr. Miller who has charge of the 
stonework, took us over the magnificent grounds and park. 
I cannot describe the beauty and romance of the spot with its tall, big 
trees set off with castle towers and long stretches of level green fields. 
We went over the castle and were struck with the regal splendor of 
decorations, grand stairway, banqueting hall, smoking room. 
His Lordship owns nearly the entirety of Cardiff, and miles of the 
surrounding country. He is said to be a hard landlord. 
That evening I went to engage some of the music hall artistes, and was 
introduced to the husband of Marie Loftus and father of Cissy Loftus83. 
Received from Co. £40 
Treats 3s. 
Welsh Choir £10 
1 director  1 accom. £2 - 2s.  
R.R. for Choir £1 ï 11 - 5 
Perkins84 £1 - 1s.     
Miss éééé. Ã1 - 1s. 
Hotel  £7 - 1s. 1d. 
Barry's  £3 - 4s. 6d.  
Tips 10s. 
R.R. to London  £2 - 13s. 
Hotel owing 5s. 
 
Saturday, 30 September 1899 [Cardiff Ÿ by train to Bristol] 
A busy day, between taking the Rhondda Male Choir85 and a few other 
artists, and getting packed up at both hotels. 
                         
81

 Albert Onesime Britannicus Gwathveoyd Louis Chevalier (1861-1923) was an English comedian 

and actor. For a picture of Albert Chevalier see page 55 in Since Records Began: EMI, The first 100 

years by Peter Martland. 
82

 Large hotel and concert hall on the corner of Park Place, Cardiff, built in 1885. 
83

 Cecilia "Cissie/Cissy" Loftus (1876-1943) was a Scottish actress, singer, mimic, vaudevillian and 

music hall performer in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Loftus was born Marie Cecilia Loftus 

Brown in Glasgow, Scotland. Her father, Ben Brown, was part of the successful variety group, Brown, 

Newland & Le Clerc. Her mother, Marie Loftus (1857ï1940), an actress, pantomimist and music hall 

performer, later became a star of burlesque, billed as The Sarah Bernhardt of the Halls. 
84

 A. H. Perkins. 
85

 Rhondda Royal Glee Society. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_people
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comedian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Actor
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glasgow,_Scotland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burlesque
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The members of the Rhondda Glee Choir are hardy colliers from the coal 
districts. All are swarthy and of a small frame, but they take an absorbing 
interest in their music. They sing with great precision and show good 
drilling. 
In Wales there is at present a vocal prodigy craze among all classes. 
Every dairy maid or collierôs child is watched and studied in hopes that in 
him or her might exist a future Patti86 or de Reszke87. 
One great pleasure of the people are singing contests, where the singers 
contest for first and second medals. 
The Welsh language is not spoken so much in Cardiff and Swansea as it is 
in the country, where it still holds supremacy over the English. 
Morality between sexes is spoken of as being at low ebb. 
Cardiff is a bustling, thriving town, supported principally by its shipping 
industries. It is the greatest port in the world for coal and iron. 
We left Cardiff on the 9.30 train for Bristol. 
Here we put up for the night in a small hotel. 
 
Sunday, 1 October 1899 [Bristol Ÿ Bath Ÿ London] 
We arose early to find to our dismay, the rain was pouring heavily. 
Nevertheless we walked across the town to the Cathedral and entered. 
The Cathedral was originally erected in 1142. 
The present edifice embraces a good deal of the original structure, and is 
characterized by its exceptionally narrow, long choir. The building is 300 
ft. long by 68 ft. wide, and 56 ft. high. 
Bristol is a town of 221,576 inhabitants, and was at one time one of the 
principal ports of England. John Cabot [= Giovanni Caboto] (1497) sailed 
from this port with his exploring expedition and came to the continent of 
America. Bristol is noted for its great number of charitable institutions. 
We took the 10 oôc train for Bath, and arrived there after a 20 minute 
ride. 
Bath was at one time the most fashionable resort of England. It owes its 
existence to the wonderful hot springs of great medicinal properties. 
Lime carbonated waters. The spring yields daily half a million gallons. 
We went over the King's Bath, and were struck by the elaborate methods 
and appliances introduced in bath treatments for patients. A private bath 
suite consists of three chambers, a plunge, spray needles, and a retiring 
couch. 
We saw the remainder of the old Roman Baths, and marvelled at the 
perfection to which they had reduced the science of using the spring for 

                         
86

 Adeline Patti - born as Adela Juana Maria Patti ï famous opera soprano (1843-1919). 
87

 Jean de Reszke, born Jan Mieczyslaw (1850-1925), was a famous Polish tenor. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tenor
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baths. We saw the great Roman plunge basin. 
We visited the Abbey Church, called "the Lantern of England" because of its 
number of windows. We attended the service, and could not help but 
notice how bright and cheerful the number of windows made the interior. 
The site of this church has been used since the 7th. century for 
ecclesiastical purposes. 
Bath is a pretty, clean, picturesque city given up mostly to residences. 
The streets are laid out on the high hill like steps, and looking at Bath 
from a distance appears like tiers of an arena. 
We arrived in London about 7 oôc and took our quarters on Gower 
Street, no. 41, where Turner resided. 
We spent a few hours around at the Horse Shoe [a pub]. 
 
Monday, 2 October 1899 [London] 
Were welcomed back by Mr. Owen and the rest of the Gramo. people. 
 
Friday, 6 October 1899 [London] 
Took Burt Shepard  
 
Saturday, 7 October 1899 [London] 
Took Burt Shepard 
 
Saturday, 7 October & Sunday, 8 October 1899 [London] 
Spent Saturday night and all day Sunday at Taplow88 with the Hydes, 
Royal and Darby. 
Sunday morning took a nice drive to the old ruins of an abbey. This abbey 
connected with Windsor Castle by a subterranean passage 7 miles long. 
We returned to London and spent the evening very pleasantly at Mr. 
Owenôs residence, No. 15 Bayswater Terrace, facing Hyde Park. 
 
Tuesday, 10 October 1899 [London] 
Took Grenadier Guards.  
 
Friday, 13 October 1899 [London] 
Took Miss Owen to see "Runaway Girlò89. 

                         
88

 Taplow is a village and civil parish within South Bucks district in Buckinghamshire, England. 

It sits on the east bank of the River Thames facing Maidenhead. 
89

 A Runaway Girl is a musical comedy in two acts written in 1898 by Seymour Hicks and Harry 

Nicholls. The composer was Ivan Caryll, with additional music by Lionel Monckton and lyrics by 

Aubrey Hopwood and Harry Greenbank. It was produced by George Edwardes at the Gaiety Theatre, 

London, opening on 21 May 1898 and ran for a very successful 593 performances. An Englishwoman 

joins a group of musicians who are really bandits (situated in Corsica and Venice). 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musical_comedy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seymour_Hicks
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Composer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ivan_Caryll
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lionel_Monckton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Greenbank
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Edwardes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaiety_Theatre,_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaiety_Theatre,_London
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Had dinner at Mr. Owenôs, and he presented me with 1,000 shares of 
Gramo. Co. stock. 
 
Saturday, 14 October 1899 [London] 
Took Grenadier Guards. 
 
Sunday, 15 October 1899 [London] 
Took a bicycle ride with Turner, Royal and Darby to Finchley Park and 
spent the evening at Mr. Owen's home.  
 
Thursday, 26 October 1899 [London] 
Miss Jessie McLachlan Queen's Hall.  
 
Friday, 27 October 1899 [London] 
Get Dalyôs boys90 to let you come to a rehearsal to select a good female 
singer. 
 
Saturday, 28 October 1899 [London] 
"Those Wedding Bells shall not ring outò91 a small farce with organ, bells and 
singing. 
 
Sunday, 29 October 1899 [London] 
 "series of comic opera platesò with quartette and band. 
_  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _ 
  
 
Fred Gaisbergõs own comment:  
The lapse of time between my last entry and that of Dec. 9th. was hardly 
worth recording as no occurrence of importance transpired, excepting 
probably my becoming a stockholder in the English "Gramophone Co.ò 
and the breaking off of the engagement between Miss [Henrietta?] Hall and 
myself due to Mrs. Hall attempting to force a speedy marriage. 
About 4 weeks ago Darby was sent to Sweden to make records and I 
remained in London to make up broken down matrices. I spent many 
pleasant evenings at the home of Mr. Owen and for the rest led a typical 
life of a London bachelor.  

                         
90

 Probably owners/staff of Dalyôs Theatre. This was a theatre in the City of Westminster and was 

located at 2 Cranbourn Street, just off Leicester Square. It opened on 27 June 1893, and was 

demolished in 1937. 
91

 "Those Wedding Bells shall not ring out, I swear it on my life ò: old tragicomic broadside ballad or 

vaudeville song (words by Charles W. Held (?); music by Monroe H. Rosenfeld). 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_of_Westminster
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www.recordingpioneers.com                       ©Hugo Strötbaum 

41 

 

 
[Saturday], 9 December 1899 [London Ÿ Liverpool Ÿ New York] 
I took the 10.50 a.m. train from Euston Stn. [= Station] for Liverpool and 
by 4.30 the S. S. ñEtruriaò of the Cunard Lines cast loose from her 
mooring to carry me to New York. 
 
[Sunday], 10 December 1899 [at sea] 
Sunday proved extremely rough, stormy weather and I - like most of the 
passengers - spent most of that miserable day trying to resist sea-sickness. 
I succumbed that night and had a chance to know what sort of feeling it 
is, and hope I will not experience it again. The sea was mountainous, and 
dashed with terrific fury against the vessel, often flooding over the deck. 
One of the bridges was broken and a boat dislodged. 
 
Monday, 11 December 1899 [at sea] 
Rough weather continued and retarded our passage considerably and I 
had to lie on my back to prevent being sick. 
My roommate, Mr. Morris of Chicago, was badly affected and had to 
remain in the Stateroom for 5 days of the trip. 
 
Tuesday, 12 December 1899 [at sea] 
Weather just as bad. I could go to the table for meals, but only remain for 
about 10 minutes, when I would have to make a hasty exit. 
Once in a while I would play the piano to pass away the time. 
My fellow passengers were for the most part uninteresting - very few young 
people and altogether a dead crowd. A Hungarian acquaintance whom I 
met on the Special from London proved most entertaining and lively. 
He was wretchedly sick the first four days.  
 
Wednesday, 13 December 1899 [at sea] 
Weather rough. However I had begun to enjoy my meals more. At our 
table were a Mr. & Mrs. Fish of Dawson City, Klondike. They were quite 
interesting with their tales of Klondike life, and I quite contracted the 
gold-fever hearing them. 
 
Thursday, 14 December 1899 [at sea] 
Weather very good with occasional fog. I saw a whale quite close to our 
boat. I entertained the passengers with my music. They were quite 
gratified.  
 
Friday, 15 December 1899 
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Very fine weather.  
 
Saturday, 16 December 1899 [at sea near Fire Island] 
Fine weather and we reached Fire Island92 about 9 p.m. Too late to be 
passed by quarantine, much to disgust of passengers. 
 
Sunday, 17 December 1899 [New York Ÿ by train to Washington] 
By 10 oôc we reached the dock, and now began our trouble with the 
customs officials who ransacked everything, and kept me waiting until 12 
oôc. 
I took the 3.20 train for Washington having previously telegraphed the 
folks. I arrived in the depot about 8.30 and found nearly the whole family 
there to welcome me. 
Arriving home, we found Emma and her husband, and Aunt Bley.  
 
Monday, 18 December 1899 [Washington] 
This entire week I spent with my folks. 
 
[Monday], 25 December 1899 [Washington] 
Christmas Day we had a jolly time. Emma and her husband had dinner 
with us, and we had a jolly evening with invited friends, Joe [Sanders] and 
his sisters, Hannah Berliner93 [and Francis/Frances] Jenkins94. 
 
Tuesday, 26 December 1899 [Washington] 
I gave a concert at the Mission, and from there Carrie, Charlie, Louise 
and I drove in a cab to Emmaôs, where we finished out the evening. 
 
Wednesday, 27 December 1899 [Washington Ÿ by train to Philadelphia] 
I took the 7 oôc train for Philadelphia to report in Johnsonôs95 shop for 
work on new process96. I met Smith97 and Gloetzner98 and Zip (Sanders) 99 
and Calvin Child100 and dear John. 
Evening I spent at Smithôs home in Lansdowne.  

                         
92

 Fire Island is a barrier island adjacent to the south shore of Long Island, New York. It is 

approximately 50 km (31 miles) long. 
93

 On 13 Nov 1905 Joseph Sanders married Hannah Edith Berliner, Emile Berlinerôs daughter. 
94

 Francis Jenkins (n®e Sanders), one of Joseph Sandersô sisters. 
95

 Eldridge Reeves Johnson had a machine shop in Camden, New Jersey.  
96

 Johnson was experimenting with the new process of recording on wax masters instead of zinc 

masters. Gaisberg had worked for Johnson 
97

 First name unknown to me. 
98

 Raymond Gloetzner 
99

 Siegfried (ñZipò) Sanders was the younger brother of Joseph (ñJoeò) Sanders. 
100

 Ca. 1893 Calvin Child, director of Columbia, had hired Gaisberg as pianist and talent scout. 
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          1         2    3   4  5 

 

     6       7 
 

(1) Fred Gaisberg, (2) Sinkler D arby, (3) Joe Sanders, (4) Raymond 

Gloetzner ,  (5) Zip  Sanders , (6) Emile Berliner , (7) Werner Suess  (ca. 189 5)  

 

Thursday, 28 December 1899 [Philadelphia] 
I saw the Browns and met Mrs. Royal.  
 
Saturday, 30 December 1899 [Philadelphia Ÿ Washington] 
I went to Washington to spend New Year's Day [= Sunday, 1 January 1900]  
30. Wellington Street. 
Call about Income Tax. Donôt forget. 
 
Ernie Baylyôs comment: 
Memoranda at end of 1899 Engagement book: 

Imitation of man falling downstairs. 
falling in a hole. 
raw recruits facing a gatling gun. 
10 pieces of baggage 
Lettere di Manon - Intermezzo Gilet. 
Records. 
Scene in a railroad station at Milan, introducing English tourist, French, 
German, Italian guard talking to English tourist: train departs leaving 
tourist behind swearing at it. 
On returning to London see to current as it fluctuates. Singing lesson in 
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Milan between Italian maestro & an English girl. Finish with ñYou horrid 
monster, I shanôt come here again!ò 
Horns 12 x 25 ins. square. 
for military band instrumental square horns 12 x 25 ins. 
For vocal work square horns 5½ x 24 ins. 
 
=   =   =   =   =   =   =   =   =   =   =   =   =   =   =   =   =   =   =   =   =   =   =   =    
 
Tuesday, 2 January 1900 [Washington Ÿ Philadelphia] 

Returned with Joe [Sanders] to Phila. 
 
Wednesday, 3 January 1900 [Philadelphia & Washington] 

 
During the interval of the 3rd & 24th. I would spend Sunday [8, 15 and 
22 January] in Washington and the week in Phila. Nothing of importance 
to relate. 
Once I took the entire family to the Columbia Theatre101 to see "Sign of the 
Cross", Papa included. This is the first instance I can recollect Papa having 
gone to a show house. 
 
Monday, 22 January 1900 [Washington Ÿ Philadelphia Ÿ Camden Ÿ New 
York Ÿ Spring Valley] 
I bid the folks good bye (Mama, Carrie & Charlie and Mr. Berliner met 
me at the depot). 
I had previously gone to Papa's office and took a second leave of him. 
Here I met Mr. Frisby and Sweetman. Papa also informed me of Mr. 
Patterson's death. 
I took the 11 oôc train. 
Arrived in Phila. 2.30 & went to B. G. Co's office102. Saw Smith, then to 
Camden103, where I found [Calvin] Child in an awful ferment - we had a 
spat. He is a great big baby. Mr. Johnson gave me my instructions. 
I caught the 6 oôc train for New York, arriving there about 8.30. 
Took 9.30 for Spring Valley, arriving there 10.30 - found Aunt Bley and 
the Reiths all in bed. After greetings and a little talk they showed me to 
my room. 
 

                         
101

 The Columbia Theatre (at the corner of Washington and Motte streets) opened on October 5, 1891, 

converted from what was originally a Congregational church built in 1828. 
102

 Berliner Gramophone Company (Philadelphia) established in 1895. 
103

 Eldridge R. Johnsonôs machine-shop was in Camden, New Jersey. In 1901 he founded - together 

with Emile Berliner - the Victor Talking Machine Company. 
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Tuesday, 23 January 1900 [Spring Valley Ÿ New York] 
Early in the morning I arose, had breakfast, and caught the 8 oôc train for 
N.Y. During the morning I discharged my work and spent a few hours in 
a near-by Music Hall on Broadway. 
I arrived at the Hornsô by 5 oôc. Found there Gus, Polly, and Aunt Horn. 
After dinner, Polly took me to Uncle Fredôs, where I also met my Auntie. 
From there we went to Cousin Will's, and [I] was pleased to meet his wife. 
By this time Cousin Fred had joined us. We all returned to the Horns and 
retired. 
 
Wednesday, 24 January 1900 [New York] 
Early we started for the dock with cousin Gus and Polly and Fred. 
At the dock we met Aunt Bley and Reith. I took them over the ship ([the 
SS] ñNew Yorkò) and they were as tickled as children. 
 

 
 

SS "NEW YORK" 

Later we were joined by Aunt Gaisberg. She had to be taken over the 
vessel, and expressed her satisfaction. 
At last the bell sounded to ñClear decks", and I gave each one a kiss. 
They took their position at the end of the dock with the crowd, where 
they could see the last of the steamer as she pulled slowly away from her 
moorings. 
I found the accommodation on the SS ñNew Yorkò [American Line] 
superior to the Cunarders104, and I had a large state-room to myself. 
There are only a few passengers aboard - about 100 - and they proved a 
rather dry uninteresting lot. The first day out was beautiful.  

                         
104

 Gaisberg had travelled previously on ships of the Cunard Line, notably the SS ñUmbriaò (in 1898) 

and the SS ñEtruriaò (in 1899). 
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Thursday, 25 January 1900 [at sea on the way to England] 
Very fine.  
 
Friday, 26 January 1900 [at sea on the way to England] 
I was the only one who put in appearance at every meal. Two gentlemen 
who interested me at our table were a Mr. Brown105 and Mr. 
Weiderholt106 - both in the electric line. 
 
Saturday, 27 January 1900 [at sea on the way to England] 
Rough. 
 
Sunday, 28 January 1900 [at sea on the way to England] 
Fine. I attended a Church service, and made acquaintance of a Countess, 
Lady Sholto Douglas107, who was formerly an American actress, but who 
had a romantic marriage with an English nobleman. 
 
Monday, 29 January 1900 [at sea on the way to England] 
Fine. The Countess and I had a pleasant musical evening. 
 
Tuesday, 30 January 1900 [at sea on the way to England] 
Rough. 
 
Wednesday, 31 January 1900 [at sea on the way to England] 
Weather very fine. I presided over the piano in a concert given in the 2nd. 
cabin, where Lady Douglas also assisted. 
 
Thursday, 1 February 1900 [Southampton Ÿ London] 
Thursday morning we landed safely in the Southampton dock. 
I rode up to London with Weiderhold and Brown, arriving at Waterloo 
Station about 10 oôc. 
My greeting at the office was very cordial. 
That evening I went to Drury Lane Theatre to see ñJack in the Beanstalk"108 
pantomime, with Weiderhold and Brown. 
 

                         
105

 J.H. Brown, age 42, engineer. 
106

 O. Weiderhold, age 35, engineer. 
107

 Lady Sholto Douglas, age 22, (with son Bruce, age 3).  Aka Loretta Mooney aka Lorna Leslie 

(New York Times, 18 February 1914). 
108

 Originally Jack in/and the Beanstalk is an English fairy tale, closely associated with the tale of 

Jack the Giant-killer (òFee-fi-fo-fum, I smell the blood of an Englishmanò ; not to be confused with 

Bob Dylanôs ñFee, fi, fo, fum, Cassius Clay, here I come!ò in ñI Shall Be Free No. 10ò) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fairy_tale
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack_the_Giant-killer
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Friday, 2 February 1900 [London] 
I had taken lodgings with the Royals at 34. Sinclair Rd. 
Friday night I visited the Owens, and met there Mr. McCloud, a new asst. 
manager. 
 
 Sunday, 4 February 1900 [London] 
In the morning I attended a small church, and in the afternoon went with 
the Royals to visit the Owens. 
Sunday evening spent at home, Miss Jenny Owen and Miss Robins 
visiting us. 
 
Monday 5, Tuesday 6, Wednesday 7, Thursday 8, Friday 9, Saturday 10, 
Sunday, 11 February 1900 [London] 
Prepare to start for Hanover, Germany, for the purpose of showing the 
hands over there how to make a matrice[s] from black copies. 
Ernie Baylyôs comment: making a new shell from a pressing? 

 
Sunday,11 February 1900 [London Ÿ Flushing (Holland)] 
I take the 8.50 p.m. train from Victoria Station, embark on the Flushing 
boat at 11 oôc. 
  
Monday, 12 February 1900 [Flushing (Holland) Ÿ Hanover] 
5 oôc Monday morning arrive in Flushing - proceed to Hanover, arriving 
there at 3 oôc in the afternoon. 
En route the ground is covered with snow. The day was beautiful and 
sunshiny. 
Jack Hawd109, Nellie, and Herbert110 met me at the [Hanover] station. I 
took room in the Hotel Continental a/c 3s. per day with breakfast. 
I went to the factory that afternoon, and met the Berliners.  
 
Tuesday, 13 February 1900 [Hanover] 
Started my work in duplicating black copies. 
At lunch-hour went with Jack, Nellie, and Bates the cornet-player, who 
happened to be playing at the Milini Music Hall111, to Hern House [= 
Herrenhaus] Lake and spent a delightful hour skating on the ice. 
That evening Herbert and myself saw a fine production of  ñDer Freischützò 
in Die Hof Theatre112.  
                         
109

 John Watson Hawd.  
110

 Herbert Samuel Berliner (1882-1966) was one of Emile Berlinerôs sons. Herbert emigrated  to 

Canada and  
111

 Mellini-Theater on Artilleriestrasse, Hannover. 
112

 Hoftheater (Opernhaus) on the Georgstraße, Hannover. 
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Wednesday, 14 February 1900 [Hanover] 
Herbert and I wandered around the cafés and wound up at the Milini [= 
Mellini]. 
 
Thursday, 15 February 1900 [Hanover] 
Heavy snow.  
 
Friday, 16 February 1900 [Hanover] 
Slushy weather, but in a short space of time the authorities had cleared 
the streets of snow.  
 
Saturday, 17 February 1900 [Hanover] 
I attended a Ball and Supper at Jacob Berliner's113 house. 
The affair was quite brilliant. About 25 couples present, all young and 
very stylishly dressed. I was able to give a very good account of myself in 
the German way of dancing. This party closed down at 5 oôc the next 
morning, but [I] left at 2 oôc. The dancing only contained about 10 
numbers but between each dance they would provide some other 
amusement, such as a song or dialogue or farce. 
 
Sunday, 18 February 1900 [Hanover] 
I arose late, wrote a few letters, then went out with Bates to hear a fine 
Military Band giving a concert in front of the Opera House114. 
I had dinner at Joseph Berliner's home, where I spent a very pleasant 
afternoon in Herbert's company. 
That evening I attended a performance of the "Fledermausò, a comic opera 
by Strauss.  
 
Monday, 19 February 1900 [Hanover] 
Café Kaiser.  
 
Tuesday, 20 February 1900 [Hanover] 
Tannhäuser at Opera House. 
 
Wednesday, 21 February 1900 [Hanover] 
Spent evening at Manfred Berlinerôs115 home, where a dance and social 
gathering was in progress. Had a very jolly time. 
                         
113

 Jacob Berliner was one of Emile Berlinerôs brothers. 
114

 Opernhaus (Hoftheater) on the Georgstraße, Hannover. 
115

 Manfred Berliner was one of Emile Berlinerôs brothers. 
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Thursday, 22 February 1900 [Hanover] 
George Washingtonôs Birthday, was a beautiful day. 
At lunch Jack [Hawd] and I had a bottle of wine to honour our 
compatriot. 
 
Friday, 23 February 1900 [Hanover Ÿ Wesel Ÿ éé..] 
Jack and Nellie saw me off on the 3.50 train for London. 
About 6 oôc I went in the dining car something to eat, and after spending 
an hour there I went to return to my coach, and found to my horror that 
it had been detached and I was speeding away to Cologne, instead of 
changing as I ought to have done at Köhn[?]116. I got off at the next station 
and telegraphed ahead to have my luggage stopped at Wesel. I was without 
hat or coat. I caught a train for Wesel and arrived there at about 11 oôc. 
Stopped overnight, and caught the 7.24 train to London. 
 
Saturday, 24 February 1900 [Channel Ÿ London] 
I am travelling today when I should have been in London. I ran short of 
money, and succeeded in raising 5 bob on a pair of cuff-buttons, from an 
Englishman whom I met on the trip to Hanover. 
I arrived after a fine and safe passage over the Channel at 8 oôc in 
London, and went to Royals' immediately. 
 
Sunday, 25 February 1900 [London] 
Sunday morning spent at home. 
In the afternoon I went to take Miss Whiteôs package to Miss Edell's[?], 
and there spent a delightful afternoon, at the same time taking tea with 
them. 
Returning to town, I dropped in at the Horse Shoe [pub], and to my great 
surprise who should be sitting there but Henrietta117. I hardly recognised 
her at first. She looked entirely prosperous, and decked out in fine dresses 
and jewels. She tried to urge on me to enter our old association with her, 
but I stoutly resisted the magnetism of her beautiful brown eyes. She 
waxed most furious. What an uncontrollable passion this spoilt beauty 
has. 
 
Monday, 26 February 1900 [London] 
After work Henrietta met me at the office, where we had a short dance 

                         
116

 I guess Gaisberg was going to Flushing, where he would board a ship to England. ñKºhnò must be 

a misreading. 
117

 Probably Henrietta Hall, a girlfriend of Fredôs. 
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and singing. 
Then after supper we went to the gallery of the Savoy Theatre to see "The 
Rose of Persiaò118 on Newtonôs invitation. She followed me all the way to 
my Kensington lodgings where I left her abruptly. 
 
Tuesday, 27 February 1900 [London] 
At home. Belford Royal is a very sick man.  
 
Wednesday, 28 February 1900 [London] 
Am informed I go to St. Petersburg on Friday to make records with Darby, 
whom I pick up at Berlin. Evening spent at home. 
I took records of Connie Ediss of "Runaway Girlò and Burt Shepard.  
 
Thursday, 1 March 1900 [London] 
Took Harry Taft and piccolo. 
Took Miss Owen to see "Floradora" [= Florodora]119 at the Lyric120. 
Here, at the Lyric, Miss Owen and I sat behind the conductor, Landon 
Ronald. 
Later I went around to see Ronald and asked him to come to Maiden 
Lane121 to interview us re a job as impressario; which he did and he was 
engaged by Birnbaum122. 
Today the town is in a state of wild enthusiasm over the fall of Ladysmith 
and the surrender of Cronjie123 a few days ago. 
Went to the Horse Shoe after the show [Florodora] and was bewildered at 
the show of gladness and riot through the streets and in the different bars. 
 
Friday, 2 March 1900 [London Ÿ Channel Ÿ Flushing(?)] 

                         
118

 The Rose of Persia or The Story-Teller and the Slave, is a two-act comic opera, with music by 

Arthur Sullivan and a libretto by Basil Hood. It premiered at the Savoy Theatre on 29 November 

1899, closing on 28 June 1900 after a profitable run of 211 performances. The opera then toured, had 

a brief run in America and played elsewhere throughout the English-speaking world (WIKIPEDIA) . 
119

 Florodora  (1899) is an Edwardian musical comedy situated on a small island in the Philippines 

and in Wales. It became one of the first successful Broadway musicals of the 20th century. The book 

was written by Jimmy Davis under the pseudonym Owen Hall, the music was by Leslie Stuart with 

additional songs by Paul Rubens, and the lyrics were by Edward Boyd-Jones and Rubens. 
120

 The Lyric Theatre is a West End theatre on Shaftesbury Avenue in the City of Westminster. 
121

 From 1898 to 1902 the address of The Gramophone Company Limited was: 31 Maiden Lane, 

London . In May 1902 the Company relocated to 21 City Road, London, EC, near Finsbury Square. 
122

 No doubt Gaisberg meant William Barry Owen, as is borne out by the following passage from 

Music on Record (p. 41): òThatôs the man [= Landon Ronald] our company needs. ......... 

I immediately informed my manager, William Barry Owen, of my find.ò 

In 1900 Theodore B. Birnbaum, Managing Director of the Deutsche  Gramophon AG, was living in 

Berlin. He replaced Owen in April 1904 as Managing Director of The Gramophone Company in 

London.  
123

 Petrus ñPietò Andries Cronjé had to surrender to the British on 27 Feb 1900 at Paardenberg during 

the Boer War of 1899-1902. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comic_opera
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arthur_Sullivan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basil_Hood
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savoy_Theatre
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edwardian_musical_comedy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Broadway_theatre
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Owen_Hall
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leslie_Stuart
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Rubens_%28composer%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Edward_Boyd-Jones&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_End_theatre
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shaftesbury_Avenue
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_of_Westminster
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was a day of packing and preparation for my trip. 
I tried to see Henrietta, but without success. I was very loath to leave 
without seeing her. 
I had dinner with Turner at the Horse Shoe, and took the 8.50 train from 
Victoria [Station]. A very good passage across the Channel.  
 
Saturday, 3 March 1900 [Hanover Ÿ Berlin] 
Passed over the same route as I did two weeks previously. 
Jack Hawd met me at Hanover Station and I arrived in Berlin at 7 p.m., 
where I was met by Darby. 
He took [me] to his lodgings, no. 31, Zimmer Str. 
After a dinner in Kampinski's we went to the Winter Garten. 
This is a large auditorium filled with tables and chairs. People sit here and 
watch a variety performance. 
 
Sunday, 4 March 1900 [Berlin] 
was snowy and cold. 
We visited Mr. Birnbaum, who lives with his two sisters. 
In the afternoon we took a short excursion over the city and landed at an 
ice-skating rink in Their [Tier]-Park, where we spent two delightful hours 
skating and observing the people. 
The evening we spent in Bush's Circus, a typical place of amusement, 
consisting of equestrian acrobats and a spectacular after-piece in which 
some very ingenious appearances were used.  
 
Monday, 5 March 1900 [Berlin] 
I went to our Gramophone showrooms on Ritter Str., and that evening to 
the Royal Opera with Darby, where we had an orchestra stall and witnessed 
a fine Exhibition of "Lohengrinò. Birnbaumôs sister happened to be there.  
 
Tuesday, 6 March 1900 [Berlin] 
We took a carriage to the Russian embassy to have our passports visaed. 
This took us through the beautiful woods of the Thier Garten. 
That night I met Al Clark at the Station (Frederick Str.) and after dinner 
with him at the Kaiser Caf®, I conducted him to Mr. Birnbaumôs house. 
 
Wednesday, 7 March 1900 [Berlin Ÿ Eydtkuhnen] 
We started our trip to Russia at 9.18 Frederick Str. [Friedrichstrasse Station]. 
The day was very beautiful and we enjoyed the rest. 
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10 oôc that evening we reached the Russian frontier at Eidkunen124, where 
our agent met us to assist us declaring our apparatus. 
 
 

 
 
 
This was indeed a tough job. Every one of our 7 cases were opened and 
the contents taken out. Our duty bill amounted to £7. 
At 1 o'c a.m. we resumed our journey in a very good Sleeper (except for 
the candles used for illuminating). 
After a good night's rest, we had a breakfast of tea and bread.  
 
Thursday, 8 March 1900 [on the train Ÿ St. Petersburg] 
The day is beautiful and the country is covered with a heavy fall of snow, 
and at the different stops en route the natives are interesting, wrapped up 
in their heavy sheep-skins and bear-robes. We would give a gramophone 
concert at these stops, and the amusement of the natives was great to see. 
I really think that the train tarried an extra long time so we could finish 
our concert. We took a number of interesting photographs of these 
motley mobs listening to our concert. 
 

                         
124 In 1901 Eydtkuhnen (or Eydtkau) was in East Prussia (Ostpreußen) and was the easternmost 

terminus of the Prussian Eastern Railway. On the Russian side of the border was Wirballen or 

Werszbolovo (now Virbalis). Eydtkuhnen is now called Chernyshevskoye  (west of Kybartai) in the 

Kaliningrad Oblast (= Russia) near the Lithuanian border.  

ñDie normalspurige Ostbahn stieß in Eydtkuhnen auf die Russische Breitspurgleise wobei wegen der 

unterschiedlichen Spurweiten keine durchgängige umsteigefreie Zugverbindung möglich war. So 

fuhren Züge aus Sankt Petersburg bis Eydtkuhnen, wo die Fahrgäste am selben Bahnsteig in einen 

preußischen Zug mit Normalspur umstiegen. In der Gegenrichtung geschah das dagegen im zwei 

Kilometer entfernten russischen Bahnhof Wirballen.ò 

http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Normalspur
http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russische_Breitspur
http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spurweite_%28Eisenbahn%29
http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Normalspur
http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kybartai
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Demonstration of the gramophone at a station in Russia  (1900)  

( courtesy EMI  Music Archives )  

 
The snow around here must be about 3 feet deep, covering the fences. 
On arriving at the station at St. Petersburg, we were met by Blumenfeld125, 
Raphoff126 and Labelle127, our agents. 
They escorted us to a small hotel in Liteiny Prospect near Nefsky, and 
after a wash-up we went to a large café for a supper. 
Over this we lingered until 11 oôc, when we retired.  
 
Friday, 9 March 1900 [St. Petersburg] 
We set up our apparatus and made our different purchases. 
I rode in a sleigh to the station to bring up our luggage. All the vehicles 
are on runners. The ground is covered with ice from Nov. to April. 
The Neva is frozen five to 6 ft. thick, and every winter an electric trolley 
line is laid on the ice crossing the river. 
The effect of St. Petersburg on a stranger and southerner is very 
fascinating. I wanted to be out in a sleigh all the time, watching the 
dashing sleighs and their occupants so warmly clad in their heavy furs. 
Especially on Nefsky Prospect and Great Moski128 is there a brilliant show 
of prancing turnouts and handsome women. 
 

                         
125

 Henri Blumenfeld. 
126

 Ippolit Pavlovich Raphoff or Rapphof. 
127

 L. S. Lebel. For a picture of Lebel see website: Russian-Records.com Ÿ Portrait Gallery Ÿ p. 4. 
128

 The Bolshaya (Grand) Morskaya street. 


